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tCfie Snliepenlitnt'a 

RELiaiOUS CENSUS 



OP 



BHflFFIELD, BOTHEBHAU, CHESTERFIELD, BARNSLEY, WORKSOP, and RETFOBD, 

Taken on Sunday, Vovember 20, 1881. 



The folk>wiiif{ tablet ure iha retails of a rt- 
ligkmt otntoB or ennttitation of the penons 
atteadinff the Tarions plaoet of wonhip in Shef- 
field, Roiherham, BaiDtley,- Chesterfield, Work- 
top, and Retford, on Bnnday, the -80th November. 
. DnriniK the preTions week we issntd a cironlar 
to the olergy, ministors, or other rosponsiblo 
aatborities of the chnrohes and chapels, inviting 
their oo-operation in this matter, and asking them 
lo arrange to take a record of their oongrtga- 
tiont at morning and orening tervice. For 
Ihlt pnrpose a form was enclosed which 
the ennmeratort were requested to fill np. 
The Information asked for was (1) ** the nnmber of 
sittings; (8) total number of al*. the persons pre- 
sent at the principal morning service {not includ- 
ing Sunday scholars); (3) total number of all the 
persons present at the evening service ; (4) total 
number of all persons prese n t at any mission 
room connected with yonr church (other than 
Sunday sohools) ; (5) if there is anything excep- 
tional afifeoting your congregation on this day, 
please to mention it ; (6) if you have more than 
two services during the day, state how many of 
tnch tervtoet were held, and the nnmber present 
at each.". We have to acknowledge the kind 
readiness with which the assistance we had 
asked was given. In one or two instances a 
oonrteons refnsal was returned, based on oon- 
foientions groands; to . a few of our in- 
quiries we received, possibly owing to mis. 
direction, no reply; and in these cases we 
appointed ennmeratots of our own to attend the 
places of worship and record tiie attendances. 
From the general summary it will be seen that 
ttie Ckuroh of England heads the list with 50 
placet of worship, oontsining 32,501 sittings. The 
total attendance for the day was 84,152. The 
Wesleyans oome next with 29 plaaes of wor- 
■hip, affording accommodation for 14,942 
persOM, and having a total attendance 
Of 11,890. lu number of places of wor- 
ship the PrittiUve Hethodislt follow; but 
the ludepeadentt ezo^ them iU the aooommoda- 
tloB provided. They have 22 ohaj^la, ooatsining 
|1»248 tittfngt, and the ttteodauce da Sunday 



was 7726. Other denoininations follow in t&e 
same proportion. The nnmber of places of 
worship belonging to all other denomina- 
tions beside the- Church is 149. They afford 
accommodation for 64,399 persons. There were 
present in them on Sunday morning 21,809 ; after- 
jioon, 1477; evening 31,788, giving a total of 
55,024. At two of the Catholic churches there 
were on Sunday morning three services, and the 
numbers given represent the attendance at all of 
them. 

There are two reasons why the returns which 
we append must be taken as showing something 
like a maximum attendance. 1st. The day was 
beautifully fine and spring-like. 2nd. The fact 
that the census was to be taken was necessarily 
known, and was not kept as a special secret. 

It should be home in mind (1) that we have 
counted Mission Booms as places of worship, but 
not having been furnished with the accurate 
accommodation of some of these buildings, we 
have made an estimate which brings the total 
sitting accommodation of the borough up to 
96,900. (2) That Sunday scholars are not included 
in these returns. 

SHEFFIELD. 

(POPULATION IN 1881 : 284,410.) 
THE ESTABLISH E D CHURCH. 

as g I H _^ 

St.Mary'8{l) 2000 416 .. 648-^^~964 

St. Philip's (2) 2000 410 . . 1251-1661 

St. George's 1800 1047 189 1408—2644 

Mission Room 207—207 

Parish ChuKh (3) 1200 956 581 1234—2771 

Do. Wostenholm Mis- 
sion •• .. .. •• 261^ 261 

Bt.Paar8(4) 1200 420 .. 528—918 

Do. Charles street 

Mission 100 .. .. 171—171 

Do. Cambridge street 56— 56 

Christ Chonb.Attereliffe 1135 303 479—782 

AllSaints* 1000 525 .. 667—1192 

Sc. Michael sad All 

Angela* (5) 1000 319 250 440-1009 

HoWSinitr 1000 381 324 472-1127 

St. Mark's (6) 900 630 .. 620-1250 

bt. John 8, Banmoor «. 559 . 267 .. 245—512 
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Biuaioua Curaus, 1861. 



ESTABLISHED CEOBCH-Conlmiwd. 

" A, E. Tl. 





. 19T— 1103 






Eocleull 750 29S 


S90-S8S 




. 67- 67 






Do, HodgaoD Hlreet 





MisiiioD IZO 

m. Tbomu', Crookes . . GOO 34B 

CtirutChuicb,Pit«mooc S12 Til 

Uo. MiuiooBoom .. ZOO 

St. 8tc[.beD'a (9) 636 353 

MiBjioa Itoou 

St. MMy8,WalkI«y (10) 650 371 

!it.Jiua«B- (11) 760 350 

St. Jlaruabu' tl^l -■■• ^80 337 

Miiiiualloom 135 

FuliTood SeS 181 

St. BimoD'8 no 13Z 

Bt. MattbowB 510 153 

St. Joha'i.OwlartoD.... 569 510 

Do. Uisaiou Boom .. 100 

SC Jade's, £Uoa 600 2T6 



MUi 



Bt. John ■, eaik 750 337 

ShU Mamorial 778 1G6 

UbTewBbDry UoapitKl 

Cbarch |13) ZOO 33 

Bt. H&ttbina' 111) 711 401 

DaiDftll £00 181 

St. Butholo maw's, Uu- 

brookjlS) 

Mliaion lioom 

Cbriat Cbarob, Heoln;. . 

8t.LQks'B llSI 

ht, TUoniBs', BriRhtiida 
St.BaTIbalomew'ii,IiuiK. 

setl n»d (17) 

IroaCtiiin;b,Uealsv(18) 
St-Jade't, Mooifielda(19) 
jimmiuiae), Attcidiffe 

road £50 119 

TbalDfiniiuy(20) .... 112 IT 



7X 200 



600 lis 



52- 
271—623 
S03-1513 
139—139 
130- T63 
101-101 
. 338—612 
503—852 
121-761 
11&-3S3 
16^-317 
338—360 
239—391 
3ST— 867 

152- TZS 
Tl— 71 

316-703 



.. 171-671 
.. £27— 33T 
97— 161 
88 197— 132 
,. 1S7— 275 



ToUl -ISMi 133B5 2028 15739 3*152 

'2000 am miiai m Miiaated eictrnga in Chaioh 
MistlOD rooma, whose aoeommodkUoii u Dot ahtlod. 
WEBLBYANS. 

Son. Mdr. EtK. Tl. 
Brunswick 1350 625 S56— 1181 

Ditto HiMion Kaom 100 .. 89— 89 

Bbeuazer |21) 1030 262 361-626 

Ditto MiasiDU Boom 150 . , 120— 120 

BanuiienveroMl 1010 3S0 135—815 

Ditto Miasion Boom 100 .. 63— 63 

EUesEDBre loftd (22) 1010 231 335—626 

Nottolk atrast 1006 310 3 6— TOS 

DittoMUaioaBoom (Z3j.. 120 7'— 79 

Fnlwoodroad I21| TOO 



800 289 31»— eOS 

Wcaleir College 150 303 1T5— 183 



Hill 



232-138 
97- 171 
150—222 



Bkumoor 260 

Crookes 250 

Fdltonrokd 180 

Uubrook 250 hi im— iiu 

Atleioliffa ISO 311 236— IH 

Princsea atreat 100 70 263— 333 

Dsmall |2GI 350 (1 80—121 

Muor 120 26 85—111 

Tnoity, Uigfafield 960 385 660- MS 

Uis^nBoom 11— 13 

&t.JohD'B,0»i)kMinMnrro>d 350 153 S9T~ tfio 

Donnnd TOO 80 250—330 

80 82 SO- 62 

Tmi itm $ow«w um 



IBDEP£in>ENTB. 



Nether Chftp«t (17) 106 



HEg. ] 

32r 3 



Ditto Smilbfisld Mission . . 

MoDDt Zioa 

Bioompuk (Z9j 

Ditto Mission Boom, St. 



2X 110 165- 275 

1020 108 336- lU 

770 331 317- 678 

100 .. 5t- 51 

700 263 315— 5TS 

138 1S3 99—352 



Ditto Baldwin St. Mii^on.. 300 

Tsbemule (31) SOO 

BamgicKT« 650 

Wicker 950 

Ditto Mission Boom 160 

Howsrdettaat 650 

lAURiatt row! (33) S50 

Dsnutl 310 

TsploD 200 

BiugiDglowa 60 

Brightside . '~* 



600 105 3S0-TS5 
850 380 eOl-SBt 



132 211—316 
306 303—509 
.. 119—119 



83 161— 3U 
U 82—133 

3&- 35 
TO IGO— 230 

SO— 50 



ToM U318 3013 ITll 7726 

BAPTISTS. 

Gloswpiokd SOO 108 U3— ftSl 

OemBtwrroad 750 213 &ST— T70 

Townbskd street (31) TOO 355 307—562 

FortmsboD 600 3IS tSl— 732 

li'ii; MoontMission Boom.... 100 30 60— 70 

Leigh street, Atteroliffe (31) . . 2S0 61 160— 221 



Total 

PEIMri'IVB 

Patieatreet (35) 

Mission Boom 

Betbal, Cambridge st (36) 

Sunley street 

J ohn atreet 



.... 3200 1205 2001 3206 

METHODISTS. 

Sdbb. Mu. AA. Ent. Tl. 

1250 ITI .. 450 — 624 

eo- 60 

900 250 .. 600— 750 

800 100 .. 750— USO 
626 111 .. 270 — 411 
700 80 .. 261— 331 
13 — 13 
9S — ISO 



74 
J»u — 79 
74 — lOO 
ZSO — 337 
248 — 425 
217 — 350 
60 — 74 
150 — 230 



Ditto, Mission Bo<»n 

UeadowHall (37) 

Brigbtside (38j 

Woodlaad View 

Hodgsoa street 

Xjangsett rosd 

AttecaliSe Common.... 
Co cby street 

Newhsll {39| 

Ditto, MJaaion Boom 

Carlisle Btieet (U) 

Atteroliile, Biroh rood . . 

Damall 

Qrimeathorpo (Uj 

PirView, Walklay .... 
Ctou Taniei street (12) 

Upper Beelay 

Welsh lane Misium Bm, 

Crvbtree 

Sbiregreen 

Total 8GU lio 96 «a85 GJ 

WE8LEYAN BEFOBM. 

Snn. MnK. Svk. '. 

Owlerton (43) 500 60 12*— 1 

Wateiystieet 160 80 133— S 

Weslonstieet (M) 800 109 201 — 3 

Phitadelpbia — "* ' "■ 

AttenliSa (15) , 

Bbeneter, Biamall lui* (U) . . _ . _ 

Oown iirsMtl?) 271 

Qiimoslheipe 884 

UDiintQKuiiiii 



SOO HI 176— 29 



M 10«— 11 





^^ 



RbLXOXOTIS OsNSTIfl, 1881. 



WBSLEYAN BEFOBM— Gontmned. 

Bnn. Mng. Evg. TL 



Sbanow VAle (48) 180 

Hampden Tiaw 60 

MoQntOU?et(49) 72 

Mayfield PreaoninR floom, 

Folwood(50) 100 

Darnall 200 



24 
24 



46- 
40— 
21 

49— 
52- 



70 
40 
45 

49 
52 



Total 3720 785 1649 2434 

UNITBD METHODIST FREE GHUBGH. 



Hanover 

Pyebank 

Ditto Hinion Boom 

Oxford street (51) 

Shrewebnry road 

Barrey street 

Oberrytree 

Moont Tabor (52) 

Onndy street, Walkley 
Oak street, Heeley . . . . 
Onmesthorpe ........ 

I^amall 

Carbrook 

Xjopham street • • • • 
Bbenezer ........ 



••< 



1350 524 

850 466 

50 .. 

750 136 

750 138 

500 141 

450 128 

923 321 

330 81 

620 231 

355 195 

250 43 

100 26 

400 260 

500 170 



681-1205 
564—1030 
19— 19 
313— 449 
217—355 
155—296 
121— 249 
709—1030 
245— 326 
291— 522 
214—409 
97—140 
60— 86 
360—610 
250-420 



Total 8178 2850 4296 7146 



HETHODIST NEW 

Sonth street, Moor 

Sroombill 

Talbot street 

Andover street • 

Scotland street. . • 

Attenliffe 

Walkley 

Firth's Almshoasas 

Parkwood Springs 

Franklin street 

Owlerton 

Bridge 



CONNEXION. 

900 250 301- 551 

800 121 184^ 305 

650 106 226—332 

600 151 255— 406 

700 112 169— 281 



450 
250 
100 
300 
150 
300 
142 



88 
32 
72 
27 
15 
34 
26 



206—296 
58— 90 
..— 72 
67— 94 
24— 39 

120- 154 
80-106 



Total 5342 1034 1692 2726 

UNITABIANS. 

Upper Chapel (53) 700 301 556-857 

Upperthorpe(54) 400 120 211-831 



Total 1100 421 

sooiet; of FBIENDS. 

Meeting House 680 172 

boman catholics. 

8. Marie's (55) 1000 1017 

B. Vmeenrs.. 800 1445 

S. Wilfred's (56) 210 242 

8. William's (57) 375 325 

8. Cathmne's (58) 250 500 

8. Charles', AttercUffe (59).. 300 323 



767 1188 
191—363 



866-1883 
392—1837 
135—377 
120-445 
250—750 
108-431 



Total 2965 3852 1871 5723 

PBESBYTEBIAN. 
Bfe. Andraw's 470 230 



Ditto Mission Boom, 



70 



193— 423 
CO— 60 

253 483 



Total 540 230 

THE JEWS.— Saturday. 

Tbe 8ynago«(ae, North 

Chnroh street (60) ho return. 

Synagogue, Westbar green.. .. 40 20— 60 

CATHOLIC APOSTOLIC CHUBCH. 
Vietoria street 200 65 118-183 

PLYMOUTH BBETHBEN. 

St. Mary's road 200 144 140—284 

C»Tendish street 



100 



Total 900 



43 

187 



188 



91 
375 



SALVATION ABMY. 

Sngs. Mng. Aft. Evg. Tl. 

Barracks, Thomas St (61) 1000 201 381 805-1387 

Vestry Hall, Hill top (62) 700 200 650 650—1500 

DriU Hall, Langsett road 600 150 350 500-1000 

Brunswick HaU (63).... 500 . 28 .. 200-228 

Total 2i00 "579 1381 2155 4115 

THE WOBKHOCSES. 

Sngs. Mng. Evg. Tl. 

Sheffield (64) W 366-440 

Ecdesall (65) J134 80-214 

Xotol 218 426 654 

WOMEN'S CHfilSTIAN TBMPBBANCE ASSO- 
CIATION. 

Mission Boom, Newhall street 300 110 257—367 

THE BABBACE8. 
The Barrack Chnroh (65) . . 250 80 . .— 80 

LATTEE DAY SAINTS. 
Latter Day SainU 30 14 20-34 

NOTES ON THE ABOVE BETUBNS. 

(1) St. Mabt's Cbubcb.— 800 of the seats are free in 
tbisobuiob. Scrrices were conduoted on Sunday at 
St. Mary's Chapel, Leadmill road, at 6.30 p.m. ; at St. 
Mary's Church Institute, Hermitage street, at 2.30 
p.m. for men only; and at tbe schools, at 3 p.m., for 
married women only. No return of the^e services was 
furnished. 

(2) St. Philip's.- The congregations were increased 
owing to the annual sermons for choir and organ fund. 

(3) The Pabisb Chcbch (St. Pbteu's).— Ihe total 
number of persons present at the afternoon service (not 
including Sunday scholars) was tZl. A mission room 
service was attended by '261. Ihe Vicar (the Kev. 
Canon Blakeney, D.D.) informs ns that the excess of 
numben present at the service on Sunday evening over 
the seating accommodation, is explained by tbe fact 
that a dozen persons were erowded into pews which 
really should bold only ten. The morning service was 
not so well aitended as ordinarily, and the Kov. Canon 
is of opinion that this is accounted for by persons 
usually attending the Old Parish Chureh having pro- 
feirsd, upon hearing of the contemplated census, to 
attend their own parish ohurches. 

(4) St. Paul's Mission Boon. Chables stbbst.- 
There was a momiuis service for children only. 

(5) S.S. MlCBABL AMD ALL AnOBLS, NbBPSBKD.- 

There was an afternoon service for children, attended 
by 250, and an early celebration of Holy Communion 
at 8 a.m. ; number not stated. The weekly offertory 
prevails here, collections being taken at tl.rec services 
each Sunday. 

(6) St. Mjuik'b.— The long-continued absence of the 
Bev. W. Milton makes some difference in the attend- 
ance at this chureh. . , 

(7) St. Amdbew's, Sbabbow.— An evening mission 
serrioe at Montgomery Coilego, Cemetery road, was 
attended by 138. On the third Sunday in each month 
there are two services only on Sunday at the chureh ; 
on other Sundays there sre either three or four. 

(8) St. Silas* Missiom Boom.— There is no bervioe 
in tbe morning. _, 

(9) St. Stbpbbm's CnvBCB.— There is a eeparate 
service for children here. The Bev. B. DoukIbs, M . A. 
fvioar), writes:- **I wish it to be stated that, in my 
opinion, hardly any value oan attach to returns ob- 
tained like yesterday's. (1) There was the opportunity 
given to those who choee to do it, of whipping up an 
exceptional attendance. (2) There was no rule laid 
down to Booure accuracy of counting and uniformity in 
all cases. ▲ far more reliable method would be to 
obtain the numben of regular members of each church 
or chapel. At St. Stephen's, e.g.,, we have over 503 
BQoh, three*fourths of whom pay for their sittings; in 
addition, we have Sunday scholars, strangers, and 
occasional worsblppert." 
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(10) St. Mabt'b Ohubch, WxLKLET.^The atten- 
danoeB dnziag the d^y were reduced owing to the ohoir 
aermona at St. Philip's Gharcb. 

(11) St. JAKBB'.^The average atiendanoe, on Sunday 
afternoon, at the Bible olaeaes and Sunday Bchool, wiu 
be abont 250, but the charchwaKden (Mr."fi. Fletcher) 
did not oonnt the nnmbers on Sunday last, as they did 
not appear to come within the requirements of the 
census. 

(12) St. Babmabas' Chubcb.— In addition to seats for 
680 parsons, there is, in this church, a Sunday Scholars' 
gallery, which accommodates 100 children. At the 
morning senrice there were present 94 Sunday scholars. 
Special senrioes for children (separate from Sunday 
Schools) are held morning and evening in this parish, 
at the same hours as church serrice. Nnmbers pre- 
sent on Sunday momine: Children 123, adults 12; 
evening: Children 105, adults 13. There was a celebra- 
tion of the Holy Communion after evening service, at 
which 24 were present. 

(13) Shbewbbvry Hospital Chapel.— A great number 
of the inmates just now are unable to attend from 
great age, infirmity, or sickness. 

(14) St. Matthias*, Egglesall BOAD.-^This was the 
last church consecrated in Sheffield, a year and nine 
months ago. A service for Sunday scholars in the 
morning was attended by 160. In complying with our 
request, the vicar (the Hev. G. W. Clapbam, M.A.,) 
writes: — ** I feel that I must, m justice to the parish of 
St. Matthias, say thai I do not consider this as any 
test of the work being done by the Church of England 
in tiie same parish. It is not even a reliable return as 
to those absolutely connected with the Church of St. 
Matthias as their regular place of worshin. Many 
most regular worshippers were absent yesterday, from 
various causes witn which I am conversant. Some 
from illness, others through being out of town, &o. 
The only satisfactory census, I think, will be a state- 
ment of each householder as to the denomination to 
which he belongs in the Parliamentary official census 
when next taken." 

(15) St. Babtbolohew'b, Carbbook. — A mission 
aervice at the school was attended by 192, and one at a 
lodging house by 35. The morning congregation in 
church was mostly composed of males'; the evening 
congregation was not so large aa usual. 

fl6) St. Luke's, Holub cBorr. — The afternoon ser- 
vice, including children, waa attended by 88. 

(17) St. Babtholoxew's Misbion Room, Langsbtt 
BOAD. — A Sunday school is held here, and the elder 
scholars remain during morning service, but are not in- 
cluded. A new church is nearly completed, which will 
seat 640. 

(18) St. Pbteb's Ibon Missiox Ghtbch, Heelet.— 
Additional seats are placed wherever room can be 
found for them. 

(19) S. JuDE'B, MooBFiBLDs.— There was a celebra- 
tion of the Uoly Communion at 8.a.m. on Sunday, but 
the numbers present are not stated as requested. The 
weekly offertory prevails here, oollections being taken 
at three services each Sunday. 

(20) Imvibkaut Chapel.— The chaplain states that a 
congregation such as that at the Infirmary, attendance 
at which is for the greater part limited to inmates, 
servants, &c, is, for obvious reasons, liable to great 
fluctuation ; and also that a week-night congregation 
is the largest, servants, &o., having then more oppor- 
tunity to attend. 

(21) Ebembzeb Wesletan Chapel.— The morning 
service was a little below the average. 

(22) Ellbsubbe BOAD Wesleyam.— A quarterly love- 
feast service on Sunday afternoon affected the other 
services. 

(23) Pond bill Mission Boov.->The evening ser- 
vice here is conducted by the Town Mission, except on 
the first Sunday night in the month, when the Wee- 
leyans of Norfolk street Cbai|el do so. The attend- 
ance at the Town Mission service on Sunday evening 
was 79. 



(24) FuLwooD BOAD WE8LBTAK.*-This plaoc saffered 
in numbers both morning and evening owing to the 
Bev. W. Wilson (formerly of the circuit) holding nu- 
sionary services at Carver street Chapel; andiSTenl 
families having pews at other cl^^pels. 

(25) Cabveb stbeet Wesletan.— There was a Banda^ 
school address on Sunday afternoon^ at which 6w 
scholars were present. Speoisi services by.thsBev. 
W. Wilson, formerly of the circuit. 

(26) Darnall Webletan Chapel. — There is a great 
deal of sickness, as we are informed, atDamail, and it 
ia aufcgested that thia affected the congregation, which 
averagea about 100. 

(27) Netheb CoNOB£OATiONAL.-»The top gallery of 
thia chapel, aeating 120, ia nnpewed, and ia acreened off 
for^he purpoae of an infant aoholars' class. 

(28) Gabdbn stbeet Comobeoational. — The chapel 
is closed for alterations, and worship on Sunday 
was conducted in the schoolroom. 

(29) Bboompabk OoNOBEOATioKAL.~There were eoU 
lections morning and evening. The service on Sonday 
evening at the Mission Boom, St. Philip's road, was 
oondncted by the Town Mission. 

(30) Cemstebt BOAD CoNOBBoATiONAL.— The evesiog 
congregation was mnch below the average; morning, 
fair. 

(31) Tabebnacle Conobeoational. —Only adults 
were counted. 

(32) Lahosett BOAD CoNOSEGATioiCAL.— The accom- 
modation here, as stated in the table, is 350, but the 
gallery, which is unpewed, is estimated to seat 306 
more persons. It is used as a Sunday sohool. 

(33) TowNHEAD STBEET BAPTIST.— The annual 
foreign missionary services were held here, as well ae 
at the other Baptist Chapels, on Sunday; but at 
Townhead street the congregatipn, it is stated, were 
not increased. 

(34) Baptist Chapel, Attebclute.— At an after- 
noon service at this chapel, 65 adults were present, and 
they are included in the total. 

(35) PBiMrriYE Methodist, Phtbs stbeet. — This 
was a day for special prayer meetings instead of 
preaching services. Congregations were below the 
average. 

(36) Pbimitive Methodist, Cambbidge stbeet.-* 
This is the centre and paifent place in the town, and 
has been affected in its confirregations by other places; 
in more or less close proximity, belonging to the same 
denomination, and by the taking down of houses in 
street improvements. 

(37) PBixrnvE Methodist, Meadow Hall. — Not 
quite an average congregation. Extra services in 
neighbourhood. 

(SiB) Pbimitivb Methodist, Bbiohtside.— Day of 
prayer. 

(39) Pbihitivb Methodist, Newhall.— This was a 
day of prayer. No preaching, which no doubt lessened 
the congregation. 

(40) Pbihitivb Methodist, Oablisle stbeet. — D&y 
of prayer. Congregations not equal to average. 

(41) PnnoTivE Methodist, GBiHE6TH0BPE.^Day of 
prayer. 

(42) Cbobs TuBinsB btbebt Mission Booic.«»Ai thito 
mission room service is conducted on alternate Sanday 
eveniuRS by the Town Mission, and by the Primitive 
Methodists. Ten adults were present at the sftemoon 



Bbpobx. — Special 
thought to have 



service. 

(43) OwLEBTOM Methodist 
services in neighbouring chapels 
affected the attendance. 

(44) Weston stbeet Methodist Kbpobh. — ^A miaaion 
service is held on Monday evening. 

(45) Attbbcliffb Methodist Rbfobii. — A soTiea ef 
special revival services is being held, but the con^^reica- 
tions are stated to have been average ones. An softer- 
noou service wmi attended by 80 adolts, aod 300 
ohildren* 
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(46) EnNBZii Msmodilgv .Rbmbm, Bbamaxj. lanb. 
— ^jMcitl tDission-MrvioM were held on Sonday. 

\tl\ Oowss' BTRBET Mbthodxbt Bbfobm.— Prayer 
meeting on SoAday morning at seven, attended by 20; 
di present at prayer meetinff after evening tervioe. 

(w) Sbabbow Vale Methodist Bbfobm. — ^A nnmbe? 
of the membfirs attended revival services, which partly 
aeoonnted for^mall attendances. 

(49) Mouitr Ou VET.— This was the first preaching 
foov erected when Walkley was opened oat bv build* 
ing societies. Many other more convenient ana attrac- 
tive places have since been bftllt, ana for some time 
Mount Olivet has been only thinly attended. 

(50) MiiTBonisT Retobm, Fclwood.— Ihe room is 
used morning and afternoon as a Sonday school, and 
preaching at night only. 

(51) OXPOSD STBEET UltTTBI) MeTHODIST FbBB 

Cbvbch. — There were two collections on Sunday. 

(52) Wbllxboton stbbbt Ukxtbd Methodist Fbbb 
Chubcb. — There were special revival services on 
Sunday; and a love feast in the afternoon, attended by 
about 221 persons. 

(53) Uppbb Chapel, Unitabian.— A coarse of Sunday 
OTening lectures having been commenced, many of the 
oongregation attend but one service; consequently the 
morning attendance was hardly up to the average, and 
the evening one was above the average. 

(54) Uppebtbobps XJsitabun.— There was a lecture 
on Sunday evening. 

(55) St. Mabxb's Rovak Catholic— There were 
three mominj^ services, and the 1017 persons repre- 
sented in the table to have been present at the princtpal 
morning service were really the total numbers of those 
present at all three services. There is an afternoon 
service for children. 

(56) St. Wilfbid's Roham Cathouc —The number 
of persons stated as having been present at the princi- 
pal morning service represents the total number present 
at that and earlier services the same morning. 

(57; St. Willusi's Hoxan Catholic— There were 
three morning services on Sunday. At the first mass 
there were present 150; at the second, 325, and at the 
third, 220. 

(58) bT. Catbabihe's.— The Rev. Father Burke says: 
»The total number of St. Catharine's fiock is 1250. 
Many of them, however, oiling to the limited accom- 
modation of tbe chapel, and the difiBcult^ of the hill 
approach, attend otner Catholic churches in the town. 
The extreme poverty also of a large number is often a 
bar to their attendance. Average attendance— morning, 
afternoon, and evening— 250. There is a children's 
service in the afternoon. 

(59) St. Cbables' Roxan Catitouc, Attbbclippb.— 
821 are sttied to have been present at the principal 
morning service, but this is the total of the attendance 
at that and other services the same morning. 

(60) Tub Synaooouc— We are unable to give the 
attendance at the Synagogue in North Church street, 
as the information v?as refused. 

(61) Salvation Babuacks, Thoxas stbbbt.— A ser- 
▼ice was held in the morning at half>past six, attended 
by 65, 

(62) Salvation Dabbacxs, Attebclippb.— A prayer 
meeting on Sunday morninc at seven o'clock was 
attended by 20. Fbur services were held inside the 
barracks on Sunday, and three open-afar services. 

(63) Salvation Babbacbs. Spital rill.— A momiiig 
ptayer meeting at 7 was attended by 7. 

(6A) Sbbppibld WoBxnoDSB, Fib vals.— Themom- 
iBg service, at which 84 were present, was conducted 
by tbe Town Mission; that in the evening, aooovding 
to the Pmyer Book of the Church of Ensland, was 
attended by 356, of whoa U9 were Wesleyans. 

(65) BccLBRALL BiBBLow Umiox.— Tho moroioB ser* 
▼ice was thai of tbe Church of Englaad, and^vraa 
•ttapded by 134 ; the afternoon one was conducted by 
Ibe Town Mission, and attended by 80. 

66) Tbb Babbaoh Cbpbcb.— There ^ one letTMt •! 
6hnwh» ttte^dsd only >y Bomatt Oatfirtlifli 



TABI4E I; 

Sbowing the number of churches and chapels within 
the borough belonging to the various denominations 
(including Mission Rooms), and the total attendanca 
at all their places of worship, morning, afternoon, and 
evening, on Sunday, Kov. 2()th, 1881 :— 



PBXOIOMATIOKS. 



1 
a 
3 
4 
8 



EstabliiOied Church .. 

Wesleyan 

Independontw. 

Dnited Methodist 

Uoman Cuiholjc 

6 Priuiltire Methodist.. 

7 Salyatiou Army 

Baptist .........M*....*.'. 

New Connexion 

Wenle^an Keform , 

ITnitorian 

12 The Workhouses 

13 Presbyterian ^ 

14 Plymouth Brethren ... 
is Women's ' Temper- 
ance Association 

16 Hociety of Friend?.... 

17 Catholic Apostolic . 

18 liorraokii Cnarch 

19 The Jews 

20 Latter Pay baints.... 



h 

9 

10 

11 



Total.... 



§ 

is 

oB 



"50 

29 

22 

IS 

6 

25 

4 

6 

12 

16 

2 

2 

2 

2 

1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 



is 

<a 



199 



32,501 
U;942 
11.24i» 
8.178 
2.965 
8.604 
2.«'.C 
3,20c 
6,M2 
3,720 
1,1 C 

S40 

;oo 

300 
689 
200 
250 



)6,9^ 




89,178 



«£ 



TABLE 2. 

Number of .Sitting! supplied in 1881 by each denomi- 
nation, oompand to the number actually required 
(calculated on tbe proportion that each denomination 
now provides to all the others), for afifording accommoda- 
tion for the proportion*^ per cent. — of the population 
estimated by Mr. Horaca Maun to be able to attend 
public worship at onetime: — 

' ^ &^»5 3" 

-^1^ Se:icS bsS 

DSKOMXKATION. gj o;^fg4 .^S* 

Independent 11,248 .. Id.HS .. 7.9X 

Presbyterian 540 .. 919 .. 379 

Baptist 3,200 .. 5.448 .. 2.248 

Friends 680 .. 1,158 .. 478 

TTuiiarian 1,100 ,. 1,873 .. 773 

Wesleyan 14,942 .. 25.4i6 .. 10,494 

Kew (J(mnesion 5,342 .. 9.094 .. 3,752 

Primitive Methodist .. 8,604 .. 14,617 .. 6,013 

Wesleyan Beform 3,720 .. 6.333 .. 2,t>13 

Dnited Methodist .... 8,178 .. 13,922 .. 5,744 

Ply mouth Brethren.... 300 .. 511 .. 211 

Salvation Army 2,800 .. 4,766 .. 1.9G6 

Cbrietiau Temp. Assoc. 3C0 . . 511 . . 211 

Workhouses — .. — .. — 

Bartacka 250 .. 426 .. 176 

61,2C4 .. 104.192 .. 42,988 

Bomao Catholio 2,965 .. 5,047 .. 2.082 

Oatbohc ApnetoUc .... 200 .. 340 .. 140 

The Jews — .. — .. — 

Latter Day 3ainte.... 30 .. 51 .. 21 

64.393 ..109,630 .. 45,231 
KilabUshed Church . . 32,i,0i . . 55,328 . . 22,827 

96,900 .. 164,968 .. 68,058 




60001 





k 



RUMlOQt 



ilMi. 



(46) EnNBZii HwFma6Hm\SL»taaM^ Bbahall lakb. 
— ^jMcitl tDission-MTvioM were held on Snndfty. 
(•7) Oowss' BTRBET Mbthodist BxFoRiT.— Prayer 

Seeting on SoAday morning at seven, attended by 20; 
I Dieeent at prayer meetinff after evening ter? ioe. 

(48) Sbabbow Valb METHonitr Rbfobic.~A nnmber 
of the members attended revival lervioai, which partly 
aeooanted for'rimall attendances. 

(49) Mount Olivet.— This was the first preaching 
fOOQ erected when Walkley was opened out bv baild* 
ing societies. Many other more convenient ana attrac- 
tive places have since be^n btillt, and for some time 
Honnt Olivet has been only thinly attended. 

(50) Methodist KEroBM, Folwood.— Ihe room is 
used morning and afternoon as a Sunday school, and 
preaching at night only. 

(51) OxroBS STBEET Ukited Mbtrodist Fbxb 
Crvbch. — ^There were two collections on Sonday. 

(52) Wbluboton stbbbt Ubctbd Methodist Free 
Chubch. — There were special revival services on 
Sunday; and a love feast in the afternoon, attended by 
abont 221 persons. 

(53) UppbbGhapbl, UiaTABiAN.^A course of Sunday 
evening lectares having been commenced, many of the 
congregation attend bat one service; consequently the 
ntoming attendance was hardly np to the average, and 
the evening one was above the average. 

(54) XJppbrtbokps X7nitabU2(.— There was a lectore 
on dnnday evening. 

(55) St. Mibie*8 Rovak Catholic— There were 
three morning services, and the 1017 persons repre- 
sented in the table to have been present at the principal 
morning service were really the total numbers of those 
present at all three services. There is an afternoon 
service for children. 

(56) St. Wilfbid's Rohaic Catholic — ^The nnmber 
of persons stated as having been present at the princi- 
pal mominc service represents the total nnmber present 
at that and earlier services the same morning. 

(57, St. Williau's Rohan Catholic. —There were 
three morning services on Sunday. At the first mass 
there were present 150; at tbe second, 325, and at the 
third, 220. 

(58) bT. Catbabihe's.— The Rev. Father Burke says: 
»The total nnmber of St. Catharine's flock is 125a 
Many of them, however, owing to the limited accom- 
modation of tbe chapel, and the difficulty of the hill 
aiyproaeb, attend otner Catholic churches in the town. 
The extreme poverty also of a large number is often a 
bar to their attendance. Average attendanca^moining, 
afternoon, and evening— 250. There is a children's 
•ervice in the afternoon. 

(59) St. Chabubs' B^xax Catttouc, ArrBBCurrx.— 
S21 are sttted to have been present at the principal 
morning service, but this is the total of the attendance 
at that and other services the same morning. 

(GO) Thb STBAooocc.<*We are unable to give the 
^tendance at tbo SynajEogne in North Church street, 
ikS the information was refused. 

(61) Salvatiob Bakbacxs. Thohas stbbct.^A ear- 
^ca was held in tbe momiog at half-past six, attended 
by 65. 

(62) Baltatiob Babbaczs, ArrBBCurrB.— A prayer 
meeting on Sunday Doroinc at seven o'clock was 
attended by 20. Four eervicce were held inside the 
tMtfiBcks on Sunday, and tbtee open-eir semees. 

(63) Salvatiob Babbacxs. Shtal hujl.— A nofaimf 
ptayer meeting at 7 was attended by 7. 

(M) Smbfvibld WoBKBorsB, Fib vALS.^Tbe Bsero- 
iair aervice, at which 84 were pieecBt, wee eooducled 
by the Town Mission; that m the evemc«» eeectding 
to the Prayer Book of the Chaich of Enclaad, wee 
effendsd by 356^ of whom 119 were WceleyaDS. 

(W) EocLBf'Aix BiBBLow UnioB.— The motaiagi ssr- 
I thet d tbe Choreh ef Boglaad, and wae 
Wist; the afteneen one wae eondaded by 
Town Mjaswo, asd attended by 80. 

saS^ ^"^ ^t"g*f.CHCTcm.— These je ooe wmmm 9k 



TABI4E I. 
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Sliowing the number of churches and chapels within 
the borough belonging to the various denominations 
(including Mission Rooms), and tbe total attendance 
at all their places of worship, morning, afternoon, and 
evening, on Sunday, Nov. wth, 1881 :— 



PBBOICINATIOKS. 



1 £stabliHhed Church .. 
a Westeyan 

3 IndependjntM* 

4 United Methodist 

8 Koman Catholic 

6 Priuilttve Methodist.. 

7 Salvation Army 

(* Baptist .........Ma 

9 Now Connexion 

10 Wenleyan Reform 

11 X7nitarian 

12 The Workhouttes , 

13 Presbyterian «. 

H Plyuionth Brethren ... 

15 Women's ' Temper- 
ance AsHOclaXion 

16 Bocieiy of Frlendi 

17 Catholic Apostolic ... 

18 Barraokii Cnarch ... 

19 The Jews 

ao Latter Pay baints 



Total, 



1 

II 

1= 

'A 

50 
29 
22 
15 


25 

4 

6 
12 
If 

a 

2 
2 
a 

1 
1 
1 
1 
a 
1 



i 

5 
s 



199 



32,501 
U;942 
11,24& 
8.178 
2.965 
8.604 
2.N.C 
3.2X 

3,720 
1.1 

640 
100 

300 

ivy 

2U0 
250 

"30! 
)6.iU 




15.194)3,505 50.477 



89,178 



TABLE 2. 

Number of Sittingt supplied in 1881 by each denomi* 
nation, oompaxed to the number actually required 
(circulated on tbe proportion that each denom motion 
now provides to all the others), for affording accommoda- 
tion for the proportion— 58 per cent. — of tbe population 
estimated by Mr. Horacs Maun to be able to att4;nd 
public worship at one time :— 

*" ft d, . 

^^ |6§rd tt 

DBBOKDfATIOB. g| ^5? || ^ie 

I ires « 
fa ^ « 

Independent 11,248 .. 19.143 .. 7 9X 

Presbyterian 540 .. 919 .. 379 

Baptist 3,200 .. 5.448 .. 2.24S 

Friends 680 .. 1,158 .. 478 

Uuiianan 1.100 .. 1,873 .. 773 

Wesleyan 14,942 .. 15.4id .. 10,494 

NewOmnesion 5,342 .. 9,094 .. 3.752 

Primitive Methodist .. 8,601 .. 14.647 .. 6.013 

Wesleyan Beform .... 3.720 .. 6.533 .. 2,US 

United Methodist .... 8,178 .. 13,9z2 .. 5.M4 

Plymouth Brethren.... 300 .. 511 .. 2a 

Salvation Army 2,800 .. 4.766 .. 1,000 

Cbristiau Teup. Assoc. 3C0 . • 511 . . 211 

Workhoosee — .. — .. — 

Bariacks 250 .. 426 .. 176 

61,2C4 .. 104.102 ..^42,083 

Bomaa Catholie 2,965 .. 6,u;7 .. 2M2 

Catholic ApoetoUe .... 2j0 .. 340 .. 140 

The Jews — •• ^ — 

Latter Pay ttaiBts.... 30 •• 51 .. 21 

64,39> .. 109.^30 .. ^.231 
Kitabliahed Chnrch .* 32,tOi .. 55^28 .. 22.827 

98.900 .rieMM .7~iifii 
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BBuaiom CtKms, 1861. 



T SnndkT, bot thou ia the nonluit bsTB odIt been 



_. iO(.in. tbWBtrennaMntn; moni- 

inff fmrtx, 10:30 a.m., piMeiit,^; men'a earrioe 
(•[WCuIj, 4 p.m., piMsnt, TO; aTeniiKt ■pttyet, 6.30, pre- 
Mi>t,16d;taUl, m. 

(3) Thb UosaBBaxTiaHAuaTB. — Tbo censnB %t tba two 

S'mcsi of worahip of tbia bod; were not furoiibod foi 
orember EOtb, uid indepaadent aunmeralon were 
■npointod, who took tbe tetnni oa Bondfty, NoTambsr 
2/lh. TbaratiuimUtiiiRtothsOongTegBtioQBlCbaTcb, 
in tba mominc, inclndaa tbs choii and eigbt (eachen 
ID duuge of Me MboUra, dbont 50 in nnniber. The 
attenduuM at Uia Old UiMion Cbnpel.in tbemomuiK, 
iDoladed tbs miniilai, teschen, mai the two snams- 

(4) Pitt nuiT VfEa^ru! Chapel. — The ooDgtefC^- 
Uoni at tbia place □[ wonbip &re gtated to bava been 
DDdar tbe everue. 

I WaLt 'WsaLBiiii MuBioH.— Tbera wrs 
in aamoe beie, Attended by 28 peiaouB. 

(5) WinoiTE F, M. Cbafel.— At a. "Iotb feast," 
bela in connection vith thiacbapel, tbere treie (jreaent 
£00 penona. AltboaRh tbe aittinn aooommodatiaii ia 
about TOO, eitn lonna, Ac, ue providod on apecui 



1,7) Bucu.li BTBKBi F. iU. CniFmL. — IteviTBl aervicea 
ooinmanoed on Sanday at tbis obacel, but, it ia itatad, 
tbe coDgtegktioD wm not mkteriftUy afiecled b? tbU 

(8) Ou) Town U. M. FUBB Chibcb.— Seventy-tour 
•obotan attended tbe DiproioK aemce. 

£\) EjehrubMew CoHHsnoMCairEb.— Eiiibty.Dna 
slsn ftttnded tbe ncnunn eetTice io adaition to 
tbe ooognKBtion of 1M> 

HoLiaooD BoKAM Catsouo Obuich.— Ji c 



pnwnt,30Si S.M tnrlM, pieaent, 239; 6.30 
pnMiit,Ufiitot«l,1010. 

(11) SsSFnuD XOAS Battht CunL.— A apeclal 
MTtica waa bald in the aAamooa, kt wbicb eboat 103 
mdnlta won pteeent, in ftddition to 100 acbolan. TbU 



aomiDK and BTeninR oonitregBtiong. 

(IS) Tbb ^u.vATlo^ Abut.— In the form rctninad to 
ua tba kttendaiDces at the eTBoiiiR tsrvicea wate inTan 
in one number, bat it ntU bo Been, fn.Di (be holding 
oapaeitr of the bails, that tbs ktteoda«oeB weie 
omwded. Many, it ia auted, were anable to be prew nt 
at tba aeiTioaK Tbe Army bald seven meetuma dunnK 
the day. that at 7 a.m. being attended by 10 periKiDa, 
and that at 3 p.m. br 900 psieoai. The capacitv of 



SUMMARY OF THE CENSUS. 
Tha tollowini; t*ble abowB the total nnmber oC 
BilUnRB and attandanoeB at the Tariaas cbarohei 
«ad obapala of eaoh denomination :~~ 



II -i^ i 



Chonbof EnslaDd 

OofwreRationaliatB 

Weal^rao Methodiat* 

Primilive MethodiitB 

Dnilad Methodiat* , 

Uathodiat New Coniwiioti 

Roman Catbolioa.' 

Bftpbala 

Weabi^n Bafonn 



1470 ISO U9~1129 
1100 330 1006—1336 

900 263 352- 615 



100 TO 117— ]87 



BalntionArmy 1600 371 1690—2021 



THE RELIGIOUS CENSUS OF 1851. 

Tbe following tables >bo<r the reaolta of tbereligioDa 

cenaai made by Qoiemmenl in 1S51, in the [/»ian, nr* 



tba town, o[ BarUBley:- 

Babnslei (Ukion), P 




JTJ 


™ M.m 


DBNOJOKiTlONB. 


■s 
P 




InclndlDK 


1 


il 


t 


IN 








8194 


17SW 












Church oIKngland _ 


19 

j 


30tt 

i 


4361 


«1* 


lejimti 5s 




aw. 390 


»:»!» 




Fiimllive Mathndlat 

WBilBTWiAModatlon 

WcHlejan Mtlormeia 

UndeBDed 


i 


IMS 


19 310 271 
372-1 IS 



BEaianuH-OEMERALB fJoTE. — The retuniB from 
Bamatey omit Co atnte the Dumber of aittiuRs in one 
place at worabip balouftinK tu tbe Cbniob of Enulaud, 
Btleuded by a maximam numbai of 33 persooa at a 
aaii'iaai in five places beUinuitiK to tbe Woiileyaii 
Methodiata, atteoded by a maiimnm DDKbar of 119 

FrimiUva Method iata, attsDded by 
o[ 6S persona at a aerrioa ; in one plaoc 
Waalayau Auociation, attended by a . 
ber of 10 pitaoDi at a aervicaj and in Ibraa placsa be- 
longing to tbs Weileyan Itatorniott, attended by o 
maiimDm numbai of 331 penoni at a utviee. Tb« 
number of attendant* i* not giTenin thaoaaaot two 
plaoea belonging to tbe Cboieb of England, eontainuiR 
Z215 rittinaa. 



CHESTERFIELD. 
(POPULATION, 12,221.) 
A reliction* eeneaa of ChsBterfleld wm taken oa 
Enuday last, in the name manner aa that tOr Shef- 
field and the other diBlriotB. Tba Maalt abowB 
tbal there ata acoommodation in the IS plaoea of 
worship in tbe borough for 5S'T5 par oent. of tba 
inhabitants, or 1-25 laea than tbe proportion wbloh 
Mr, Horace Mann, in 1851, calonlated a* beinit 
able to attend reliRJons s*t*ioea at one time. 
There were preaeut at the service* lait Bnndftf 
momiog 3334, and 3617 tn the evenlne; wheteaa, 
aecordioi; to tbe baaia laid down by I'Ir. Mann. 
7000 at least were able to attend. Mr, Mabba 
estimated that there was a deficianoy of 461 
aittines in Chesterfield In 1876. The de&oienoj 
now- o^cuUting npOQ Mr. Uabbs' prinoiple — i* 
lesg than 200. In oomparlng tbe ftacompanylnjt 
tables with the population, it Bboald be horn* in 
mind that tbe Buoday sobolatB who were present 
weronot ennmerated In the mor&Infr; and also 
that aerrioaa were bald at tbe lodglnR.honae* and 
at tbe WorkboDse. whlob an not taken into 
aooonnt : — 



*r,-r "«■ ^- Tot. 



UOia 3S03 BT33 10D35 



Triuty Churob (2l 800 S18 440— T6B 

Soman Catboliu Church (3|.. 600 346 43T— 7S8 

Weslayau Cbapel (4| TOO 388 428— 816 

ConResationaT Chapel 600 261 328- 589 

UDltrtiuCbapeWSl 306 90 30S- 89» 

Uut«JMetho£stFraaOh&nh UO 317 373— iM 
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PrimitinUrtbodiitah^^Ue) 350 115 210—325 

B>[>tiitCb«p«l(7) 350 80 180—260 

QoapelAniivMiwioDKootDtS) MO 41 373—413 

lUfiged School (9) 250 — 142-142 

FlMncUMeetiugHouM 230 29 II- 43 



TotaU .. 



)36 2324 3SIT 60U 

NOi:£S ON THE ABOT& BETUBNS. 

(1) Vabibb Chubch.— Id th« aftaniooa m cbildren's 
•enioa wm beld in tha Fftiith Cbnroh, when there 
were kbont 300 ohildmn ptewnt. Al Dcibr luie 
Miuion Boom, whioh u coDOMlad with thii Chaicfa, 
thoM wsn pment 90. 

(2) Tbihitt Cbubch.— Tbsn were 137 seholui 
pmaent at Idnity Cbaicb iu the morning, msk- 
infi the totftl BtleadftnceB for tbe day 895. At the 
StanecraialB Miaaion Room, wbich is vonneeted ttith 
this Chorota, and wbich has aooommodatioa for 142, 
thers were 59 preisnt in the naming, and 64 in the 
•ftemoon, 

(3) ItoiUH Caiholig Chdhcb.— Some 300 Bomkn 
Catholics are at three milea' diatancs fiom tfaa eharoh, 
and cannot well be oxpeated to attend every Sunday. 
Thraa iBrvioaa wara held at 8, 9, and 10.30 a-in. raspec- 
tiTely. the attendances being 143, 214, and 346. 

(4) WiauiiiN CsAPEL.—Tho aothoritiea of Ibii 
Chnroh state that last Bnnday wai a ooUectiou Snnday, 
on which iLCCoant possibly 20 persona were abaent. 

(il Unttibun Cqipiu — Tbe fnneral sermon of a 
former Sunday Sohool tsaoher, who was Terr bighly 
Biteemad, was preached in the eveninit. wbiob no 
doabt brongbt together an unnmally large oongnga- 

"(Si 

oecapied the pulpit last Sunday, and i 
tbe congrecation was a little siii&IIer < .. 
In oonoectioD with thia Cbnrcb aarrioea are held al 
Btonagravfibi, at which the BTerage attendttace is 
aboot 50. 
(J) BjtrasT Obuei..— There wete 72 loholars at the 

'"VC^i^M, trbiob, added to the adnit attendance, 

'a total att«ndauosa for the day 332. Ihere 
ware, in tbe arening, 30 at Spital Minion itoom,whioll 
ia conneoted with tbis plaoe of wonhip. 

(5) QosFEL AbMt Hissiom Rooh. — There were three 
■anioaa, the atlendancaa being 41 adnlta and 74 
ebildren in tbe morning; aftemooD, 301; aod mening, 
372; niakitu tbe total attendaooM for tbe day 747. 

(10) Thb Raoobd School.— Bohoola were held in tbe 
morning and tbe oltonoon, wban tben wei* preaeni 
93 and 168 reepeotiTely. 

CHEaraaruLD Ijodoiiio Houas HilaioH.— Sernoea 
in connection with thia miaaioD ware held on Sanday 
•fening. Hlx boaaea were Tiaited, and tfaa attandanoei 
wan 44, 36, 33, 33. IS, and 16 retpeeUvely. 



noiiungMr 
moke tbe ti 



Hr. Mabba (rl*M tbe following as the nligious ae- 
oommodation of tha boroagh in 1876:- Tbe Eitab- 
liahed Charch, 1500 and 900; Independenta^OOj Bap- 
tUte, 3S0; Unitariaua, 180; Qaakers 300; Weideyana, 
G91; United Hathodiats, 850; Frimitive Hethodttta, 
SSO; Bomaa Ootiioliea, 370 and S30. 



modation. Morn. Evrn. diuia^. 
Eatabliahad Obnrch . . 3300 „ 657 . . 1131 . . 1788 

Bomon Catbolica 600.. 346.. 437.. 763 

Nonconformist 1036 .. 1221 ,. 2349 .. 3470 

G33G "mi 3817 60U 
FHCaKTM)* ot Attbhduicu 
To tbe total aamber ot sittings prorided by MOb 
danomioation ; — 

Moming. GTentag. 

PaiiahObnroh 2Z-60l».u 46-06i.ci.it 

MnitoCbnrob 39-75^^ S5 1*^" 

nmtn fMlMllo Cbmeh, 



ST-66 



WealayuiCbuel 5612, 

CoDsr«ationalGbud....l3-90l 

Dnitorian Chapel 39-11 

n. M. FMoCbaroh 25-52 

Pnm. Meth.Ubapel 32-85 y30-25 

BaptiatChqwl 2285 

Ooapel Amy His. Boom. .10-25 

lUnied School I 

Friends' Meeting Bonaa ,.12-60' 
Ferosntage attendance to tbe 

total accommodation .3208 

To tbe total nnnber preeont in aU tl 



6l-lt. 

54-6SI 

S9-01 

32-00 

60-00 L55-72 

51-42 

93-00 

56-80 



PorithChnrob 16.24), 

Trinity Cborob lt'39P 

Bomaa Catholic Cbnroh ..15'S5. 



ETetu&C. 

. 11-18 
11-23 



U. M. Free Cbonib 9'75 54-92 

FrimitiTe Methodist Cbapel S-16> 

Baptist Cbspel 3.S9 

Goepel Army Mis, lioom. . 1-84 I 

.'." 1-30 / 
100-00 

To the population (tba total ponUtion ot I 
being 13^);— 

Uotning. 

FariBhChnioh 2-771 ,.»- 

Trinity Cbnrch 3-60f ' *" 

Roman Catbolio Chaioh . . 3'83 



Congregation 



3-13 
. 0-73 



O. M. Free Obnrob 1-77 

Prim. Methodist Cbapel . . 0-94 ^ 

Baptiat Chapel 0-63 

OMpelArmyMiasionBaom 0-331 

Bi^ed Sobool — I 

Friends Meeting Honta . , 0-23 

18-18 31-23 

Not at any ptaeaot wonhip 81-82 BB-7T 

lX-00 lOOW 

CHESTERFIELD BEUQIODS CEN80B OF ISSl. 
Tbe following table abowa tbe religiona c< 



1 ; bat as the flgtUM tor the 



Chesterfield Union ic 

bomogb ore not given aepa 

iDBtilnte a oompulsoD wltl ^ 

Snnday. The population ot tba nnion at the time w: 
•5,795. 
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Snmbtt 


AttiDduU 

Uueli, I9S1* 


Keuoidv* 

IiRsoiriHAno!', 
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raoTKBTABT CmTBCBM. 

(hurthotEniflaDd 

Solely 01 Filoiii 

UL-tttodiit New ConnaAeo.. 

ffiSSr.^.-.'Ssat::::: 

Uuddaned _ 

OiHi-R f.mj,TiAS Cnucn. 

Romaa CalbollcB 

Idtwr Day Salnu ..._.. 
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110 
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16 
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Uxoibtrab-Obkehal's Notb.— Tbe nlnms frota 
Cbeatnrligld omit to slate the tiambsr of sitnulIB !□ 
thcH pitUMfl of wDialilp belDDRinx to tlie Weileyan 
MetbodiBta, atteniied by % maiimain uomber of 105 

EenoDS at m ncvics: buo id (one ploaeii of wombip be- 
mRiDK to tbe PrimitlTe MetbodialB, attended by a 
maiimam Dnmbei of 127 penone at a selrice. The 
Dnmber of atteadaQts U oot Kiren in the saae of one 
place of worsbip belonRiui; to tbe EatablJBbed Cbarcb, 
contaiuinfi 450 dttinge. 
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Altcnclsnee. 




1 


f 


1 


N-ci<tIo,«ChtMtbd. 

Llierpool 


2H.HB 

imIooo 

7S,7M 
31,100 

Gl!7»1 


13,990 


ZH,79S I — 
65,«M1 80,372 
fil,689 1 61,329 
10,836 1 1S,Z01 
7.iXl ^-^^ 


28,795 


WoUerhimpton.. 


2e.m 




16,433 


US' 


35,895 



EDITORIAL COMMENTS. 

(From the Sheffield and l(olhe,-hnm Indcfnideut, 
November 24, 1681.) 

The belioious cenens of Sheffield, Bud of 
some neighboaritig towns, is froiLfnl in lesBons 
of conniel, of waming; of enconragcnietit, and 
of hope, to thoBe wbo are dispoged and able to 
extract from ttie tablts the important tratha 
they are calculated to teftch. Jnet as a national 
ccDsna reTEala to UB oar condition as a people 
and onr relative position ae compared vith onr- 
BelvPH in every decennial period, and marka, like 
nnmhered miiestones, tbe BiiccesniveBtepBof ont 
advanoe as a nation, and the onward piogreRB 
of oar national life — bo the religions cenaiiB of 
a town BbowB the Tarions agencies at work in 
that tnwn for the social, moral, and religiona 
elevation and advancement of tbe people; the 
ptOftreBa or tbe decaj of religion b instru- 
Djeatnlities ; tbe relative position of that town, 
(itbDr with itB former self or with other 
similarly sitnated towns, as to ita religions 
alftodpoint ; and the effloiency and anfficiency ot 
the means employed for religions training and 
the onltiv^tioo of the epiritnal life. 

One, and a most important Iobsoq which the 
tables teaoh 1b the relative increase of the 
proviBion made for religious worHhip in Shef- 
field as compared with the inoreuse of the 
popolKtlon la Sheffield. In IB'il a religious 
cenena of the entire nation was obtained by 
the Oovemment at the time tbe goceial 
ceUBna returns frera made; and in 1BT2 a Btill 
more valuable, becanse more accurate, reli- 
gious census of all tbe important towns of 
the kingdom was obtained by the proprietors 
ot ft moBt ably oondncted London newspaper, 
tbe Noartmformttl. Moflt valuable and instruc- 
tive resnlta may be obtained by ooEnparing the 



retDniB of chnrchea and chapels, and of sitting 
Booommodation, at these two periods, with ths 
tables published in onr oolumua to-day. la 
ISGl, the total number of churches and chapels 
in Sheffield was 70. That number had increaeed 
to 128 in 1872 ; and to-day the total number ot 
charches and chapels is lOO. The increase in 
the Sheffield churches and chapelB during the 
twenty-one years ending 1872 was at the rate ot 
7S per cent. ; the increase in the remaining nin« 
years bae been at the rate of 62 per cent. Or 
this fact may be viewed in another aspect. Ill 
IBSl, the number of churches in SbetBeld 
was 23, and of chapels 47. In 1BT2, the &um> 
her was respectively 26 churches and 95 chapels, 
Tbe number at present is 1>0 churches and 149 
chapels. Showing an increase in cburohes al 
the Establishment dnring the twenty-ona years 
ending 1B72 at tbe rate of nearly 22 per cent., 
and in Nonconformist ohapels at the nte of 
nearly 102 per cent. ; and an increase in tbe nine 
years ending this year of ohnrches at the rate at 
78 per cent., and of chapels at the rate of G7 
per cent. But an increase in tbe mere number 
of churches and ohapela is not in any way com* 
parable, for purposes of instruction, with tbe in- 
crease of population. For this compariBon it 
will be needfal to take the increase in sitting 
accommodation in theae churches and chapels. 
In leol the population of Sheffield was 186,810, 
and the sitting accommodation in tbe Tarioiw 
churches and chapels was 44,189 seats; ot 
sitting room for 32 per cent, ot tbe popula- 
tion. In 1872 the population was 2U9,947t 
and the sitting eccommodalion was 60,770, or 
sitting room for 84 pec cent, of the population. 
At the present time tbe population is 264,410t 
and tbe sitting accommodation is 96,900, or 
sitting room for 84 per cent, of the population. 
Looking at tbe qneetion from another stand- 
point we find that tbe sitting accommoda- 
tion in the churches ot tbe Establishment in 
I8S1 was 19,562, or sitting room for 14 per cent. 
of tbe population; in the Nonconformist Chapels 
2G,627, or sitting room for 19 pec cent, of iiopu- 
latiou. In 1672 sitting accommodation in 
churches, 27,110, oc for upwards nf 11 per cent. 
of population ; and in chapels, accommodation 
53,666. or for 23 per cent, of population. In 
1881 sitting accommodation in churches, 82,601, 
oc for more than 1 1 per cent, of population ; and in 
chapels, accommodation 64,899, or For close upon 
28 per cent, of population. The gross total 
accommodation in all the Sheffield clinrcbes and 
chapels at tbo present time, as our tables show, 
is 96,900 sittings, or sitting room for 34 per 
cent, of tlie population. Let us now see bow 
the Sheffield people avtuled themselves last 
Sunday of tbe religions accommodation pro- 
vidsd lot Vbsaa. 
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It will be neoessary in oonsiderixig the qaes- 
tion to ascertain as accurately as it is possible 
irbat proportion of the population will be able 
to attend religions services at any one time. It 
is obvioas at a glance that a very large propor- 
tion of the population will not be thns able. A 
considerable dednction must be made for yoang 
children, inTalids, and very aged persons, 
domestic servants, persons in public and 
other employment, such as policemen, 
railway servants and others. Various esti- 
mates of deduction have been made, and some 
authorities have maintained that only 50 per 
cent., or half the population, could possibly be 
present at any one time ; others again have con- 
tended that 75 per cent, or three-fourths of the 
population could attend. Dr. Chalmers, in his 
''Christian and Economic Polity of a Nation," 
took the mean between these two estimates, and 
oonduded that '* five-eighths or 62^ per cent, of 
the people of a town might attend religious 
aervice at a given time, and ought to have 
facilities for doing so.** Mr. Horace Makn, 
however, a most able statistician, who compiled 
the official Census of the religious accommoda- 
tion in 1851, estimated the number who could 
attend religious service at any one time as 58 
per cent, of the population; and he gave 
carefully considered, and as it would seem 
sufficient, reasons for taking this estimate. 
This, however, is the estimate of those 
who could attend at any one service. When 
there are two and three services on a Sunday he 
estimated that half of those attending service in 
the afternoon were not present in the morning, 
and that one-third of those attending service in 
the evening had not been present at either of the 
previous services. In that case 70 per cent, of 
the population would be able to be present at 
some serrioe on Sunday, the 58 per cent, being 
those who would be able to attend at one and the 
time. Asking our readers to bear these 



§ame 



considerations in mind, we proceed to examine 
the tables showing the attendances at the 
various churches and chapels last Sunday. 
The total number of attendants, as will be seen, at 
the 199 Sheffield churches and chapels on 
last Sunday morning was 85,194. But the 
oongvegations both in the churches and chapels 
were smaller in the morning than in the evening 
— ^tbe evening congregations amounting to 
60,477, or 15,288 more than at the morning ser- 
Ticea. Taking Mr. Hobacb Manm*b estimate 
that one-third who were present in the evening 
were not present in the morning, this would give 
16,826, or 1548 more than the 15,288, the excess 
of the evening congregation over the morning. 
These 1548 would be those who attended the 
morning service, but vrere not present in the 
enoiag. Add these to the evening congiega* 



tion, and we obtain a grand total of 52,020 who 
attended Divine service in Sheffield at either the 
morning or the evening service, and it will show 
that one person attended religious service on 
Sunday in every five and a half of the 
population. This does not equal Bristol, 
where the attendance was more than one 
in every four of the population; but it is better 
than Newcastle, where the attendance was one 
in eight; and still better than Liverpool, where 
the attendance was only one in ten. But taking 
the estimate of Mr. Horace Mann, which seems 
to be a fair and moderate estimate, that 58 per 
cent, of the population are able to be present at 
one and the same time at religious service^ our 
tables show a sad deficiency of attendance in 
Sheffield. If 58 per cent, of the population hail 
attended Divine service in Sheffield last Sunday, 
the numbers present would have been 164,958, 
whereas they amounted to only 50,477 at the 
largest — ^the evening service. If we were to 
add the 1548 who were present in the morning 
but were absent in the evening, and then take 
70 per cent, of the population as the number 
which might have been present, the deficiency 
in attendance is still greater. If we take only 
the 58 per cent., the number which might have 
been present at any one service, the absentees 
amounted to 114,511 ; but if we calculate upon 
the 70 per cent., the number which could 
have attended at some part of the 
day, then the number of people who ab- 
sented themselves from Divine service in 
Sheffield last Sunday was 147,067. The question 
look at it in whatever aspect we please, affords 
matter for serious thought and inquiry to all 
who are interested in the well-being of 
Sheffield. 



Wb mat as well frankly acknowledge that 
the conditions under which our returns were 
made impair their accuracy for the pur- 
poses of comparison vdth the returns of other 
towns, taken with less proclamation from 
the house tops; but it must be borne in mind 
that the Oovemment census of 1851, with 
which important comparisons have to be in* 
stituted, was previously known and prepared 
for, and was not free from the sospiokm of hav- 
ing its results swelled by the efforts of the 
various religiouB communities to make the best 
possible show in the census lists. And so far aa 
our own community is oonoemed* the Talue of 
the instruction to be derived from our p re s e nt 
tables is not materially lessened if we always 
bear this in mind — ^that they represent the 
high-water mark of pablio worship in Sheffield. 
In one sense there is, perhaps, even aa ad- 
vantage in this, for it largely disoonnta the 
planiiiMe reaaona that are alwaya plentifnlly 
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in proof tiiat htd ihe ennmeia* 
UoB been taken on any other Sunday, or ander 
any other eironmstances, this ehapel or thai 
chorch woald bare shown to better adTaatage. 
The one thing that ia certain ia the faet thai 
these retorns exhibit oar religioaa serrioes al 
their very best. The weather wa4 all on the 
side of large attendances, lor a more beantif nl 
day is seldom enjoyed at any period of the year. 



(From the Independent, NoTcmber 25.) 

Optihists who are ready to believe that * 'every- 
thing is the best possible in this best of all pos- 
sible worlds ** will probably see nothing to de- 
plore in the small attendance of hearers, rela- 
tively to jiopolation, in the ShefSeld churches 
and chapels last Sunday. Comparing Sheffield 
with its former self, as to religions provision 
and the attendanoe on Divine worship, the dis* 
heartening and dominant faot forces itself into 
prominenoe — that, notwithstanding all oor 
superior advantages, we have not surpassed 
our fathers in e£Fort and success. It may be 
moreover an instructive and salutary experience 
if we compare ourselves, not only with ourselves, 
but with some other large towns in which a re- 
ligious census has been recently taken. Bristol 
ia the town nearest in population to Sheffield, 
in which the census was taken morning and even- 
ing, and the experience of Bristol teaches some 
wholesome truths, by which Sheffield should 
not be slow to profit. The population of Bristol 
is in round numbers 206,000, and the atten* 
dance at the morning services on the census 
Sunday was 48,596 and at the evening services 
60,856. A considerably larger absolute atten- 
dance than that of Sheffield last Sunday with 
its 284,000 inhabitants, whilst the peirentat,e 
of attendanoe is still greater in favour of 
Bristol. Indeed the morning congregation at 
Bristol was laiger than the evening congrega* 
tlon at Sheffield, as will be seen by our repeat- 
ing the figures we published yesterday. The 
Sheffield morning congregation was 35,194, and 
the evening congregation 50,477. The relative 
percentage of attendanoe will, perhaps, 
impress the (act more vividly upon the 
attention than the absolute numbers. 
Taking the evening congregation — it being 
the largest in the both towns— we find that the 
percentage of persons who attended Divine 
service to the whole population was, in Bristol, 
80 per cent., whilst in SUieffield it did not reach 
18 per cent. It must not be forgotten, too, 
that the census was taken in Bristol without 
undue or unfair publicity; whilst in Sheffield 
the intention to take it was bruited abroad; 



and yet the Bristol attendance equalled 80 per 
cent, of the population, whilst the Sheffield 
attendance was less than 18 per cent. This mH 
fact ought assuredly to arouse to serious thought 
and action all who feel sympathy and concern 
for the social advancement and the moral and 
spiritual well-being of Sheffield. 

The population of Sheffield in 1851 was 
135,810, it is now 284,410, showing a rate of 
increase of 110 per cent. The sitting accommo- 
dation in all the churches and chapels in Shef- 
field in 1851. was 44,189 ; it is now 96,900, show-, 
ing a rate of increase of 113 per cent., so that 
increase of sitting accommodation has fairly 
kept pace, so far as percentage of increase ia 
concerned, with increase of population. But the 
absolute number of those for whom no provi** 
sion is made in sitting accommodation is de^ 
plorably greater now than it was in 1851. In 
that year, those for whom no sitting; accommo- 
dation was provided amounted to 89,571 ; thia 
year they amount to 187,510. Or, if we oobh* 
pare the sitting accommodation only with the 
58 per cent, of the population which Mr< 
HosACE Makn estimates are able to attend 
public service at one and the same time, we find si 
deficiency of sitting accommodation to the 
extent of 08,058 seats. But saddening aff 
is this fact, it is not (we re^et to say) 
the worst aspect of the question. The 
sittings provided are not by any means fully, 
or even adequately, utilised, save in the singu- 
larly exceptional case of the Koman Catholics, 
and in the cases of the Salvation Army and 
one or two of the smaller denominations. Last 
Sunday, the attendance in the majority of eases 
was considerably below the number of sittings 
provided. We have stated that the Boman 
Catholics present a singular exception to the 
general nature of the returns. The number of 
sittings in the various Roman Catholic chapels 
is only 2965, and yet we find, according to the 
return, 8832 present at the morning servioes. 
This is explained, doubtless, by the 
fact that there were several morning services 
in the same chapels, but there can be 
no doubt that many persons attended 
more than one service. Consequently the 
number of indhuluals present at the Sunday 
services would not be so many as the returns 
show* The number of sittings provided by the 
Established Church is 32,501 : but at the most 
numerously attended services the number pre- 
sent was 18,789, or an attendance of less thai^ 
58 per cent. In the Wesleyan Methodist 
chapels the percentage ef attendance to the 
sittings was less. The number of sittingi pn^ 
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vided is 14,942 ; but the largest attendance was 
6825, or 46 per cent. only. The attendance at 
the Congregational or Independent chapels 
shows a loss percentage still. The sitting 
room provided amounts to 11,248. seats; 
bnt at ^the most nameronsly attended 
services there were present only 4714, or 
an attendance of only 42 per cent. These 
facts, and similar facts which would be elicited 
by an analysis of all the denominational atten- 
dances, should awaken the religions denomina- 
tions to earnest contemplation and thought. 
In addition to the sorrowful truth that there is 
not sitting room provided in the various 
churches and chapels for 68,058 of the Sheffield 
population who might attend religious services 
if they pleased, there is this further saddening 
fact, that of the provision actually made not 
half of it is occupied. There are one or two 
striking exceptions to this deplorable rule in 
the Sheffield churches and chapels. The Sal- 
vation Army, for instance, provides sittings for 
2800 persons, and the attendance last Sunday 
was 2155, or a proportion of 77 per cent, on the 
sittings. This means that their places of 
worship are well fiUed, whilst the majority of 
the churches and chapels are more than half 
empty. There are valuable lessons to be learnt 
from all these facts by those who wish to learn 
them. 



(From the Independent, November 26.) 
It is not impossible, we imagine, that some 
readers might thank us if, from the mass of 
figures it has been our fate to place before them 
this week, we were to pick out a few of the 
cardinal results, giving them in such round 
numbers as may be easily remembered. 

First, as to religious accommodation. There 
are in Sheffield a little under 200 places of 
worship of all kinds, and these provide such 
room that out of the 285,000 inhabitants, not 
far short of 100,000 might be seated at the same 
time. But if all the persons in Sheffield who 
can attend at the same time (that is 58 per 
cent.) were seized with an impulse to do so, 
they would number 165,000, and something like 
65,000 of them would be altogether unable to 
gain admission, to say nothing of some thousands 
who would have to stand. With regard to the 
state of things m this respect as compared with 
that of 1851, the proportion of sittings to popu- 
lation is, broadly, the same. That is, sittings 
have been provided so as to maintain the same 
ratio with population as existed in 1851. 

Bnt leaving out of consideration the inhabi- 
tante who oannot or do not make any attempt 



to go to worship on Sundays, and those who 
would not find any seats , if they did, the 
inquiry presents itself — to what extent do 
the people of Sheffield occupy the 100,000 
sittings that are at their service? Well, 
without puzzling our readers with calcula- 
tions as to the deductions to be made from 
the total numbers of the same persons who at- 
tended both morning and evening, let us take 
the evening congregation alone, and those 
amounted in round numbers 50,000 — ^just one- 
half of the accommodation at their disposal 
being thus occupied. That is to say, one per- 
son in every five and a half of the popula- 
tion attended service on Sunday evening, or one 
in three and three- tenths of those who might 
have attended, if they would. And there 
is this advantage in confining our at- 
tention to the evening service — ^that it over- 
comes the objection that some have felt to the 
exclusion of Sunday scholars at this census. 
Sunday schools not being held in the evening, 
there is nothing to prevent the elder scholars 
from attending a place of worship, whilo the 
absence of the infants is sufficiently allowed for 
in the 42 per cent, of the population excluded 
as unable, from physical and other causes, to 
attend. 

Now let us see what part is played by the 
Established Church and the non-established 
churches respectively in providing the 100,000 
sittings, and in welcoming the 50,000 people 
who each occupy two scats. Towards those 
sittings, the Church of England contributes 
one third, other denominations two thirds; 
of those 50,000 attendants some 19,000 went to 
the churches, and 81,000 to the chapels. Of the 
total worshippers of the day, nearly 88,000, 
34,000 went to the Established Church, 54,000 
to the edifices of the Nonconformists. 

A short comparison of the church-going habits 
of the Sheffield people with those of other large 
towns would be instructive, but as yet a census 
has been taken at only four places with over 
200,000 inhabitants — Liverpool, Newcastle, 
Bristol, and Sheffield; and in Newcastle a 
morning enumeration was alone taken. As it 
is convenient to continue to centre our attention 
on the evening attendances, we are restricted for** 
comparison to Liverpool and Bristol. In the 
former city, with a population of over 550,000, 
and sittings for 180,000, there attended 80,000, 
so that there were no fewer than 470,000 per- 
sons who could not, though willing, or did not, 
though they could, enter the portals of a place 
of worship, while each one of thoso who did 
(1 in 7 of the whole population) had the use of 
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two and & qnartei seats. Things were verv 
different at Bristol. There, out of a popnla- 
tton of 306,000. over 60,000 (or 1 in Si of the 
inhabitants) were present at the evening ser- 
vice, 146,000 remainin;; ontside. Of tho 
470,000 who did not go to church at Liverjiool 
280,000 may be reckoned as legitimately 
unable todoso, leaving 240,000 wUfolly absent; 
of the 146,000 who remained aloof at Bristol, 
B6,000 were uecesBarily away, leaving CO,00O to 
be accoonted for by the spintDal pastors of that 
flock. Thus at Bristol only one-half of those 
who could have gone, went, while at Liveqiool 
the nomber was only one-third. 



PULPIT REFERENCES. 

The recent csaana at attendance bt pIscsB of wotaliip 

hi Sheffield, taken by the ladciitnileHt, was referred to 

in mui; of the palpiti in Shelfiaid on Sanday, Nov. 

2Ttb. The {oUowing are oiLmcta tioni UTeral o[ the 



THE REV. CAKON BLAKENEY, D.D. 
The BsT. CanoTi Blftkeuej, D.D., v'inar of ShefTicld, 
picaehed on Snod^j eveuinn in the Parish Chorcb, 
and bantift ■hnwn bow tew people ensege 



ot God, he twd : 



'ibB 



rsliKioii 



ceniDB which hu been taken in SheSieid 

to ni a rtatr of tbicfta for mbich muiy wtte not pre- 
pared. It woald appear from the atatemeul whi:b hua 
been pabliabed that out ol a popalMion of ubont 
285.000, only oDe person in erery five- and -a-h«lf of that 
nnmber attended aorvice m some place of worsbip iaat 
SandayeveDinfi, or, aa it hu been oalcnluled, one in 
thpwan^ IhlM-teuuiaof those whomiKht bate attended 
it Itaey had tbe will, that is, fiftyeiftht m evety bnndtad 
ol the popolation. 1 think, however, thii ig somewhat 
in eioeaa ot the noinber vho conld avail themaelves of 
|HiblicWor«bip,torWBmastnotforBet that alarge pro poi. 
boo olUie popolation are incapAcitated from attendauoe 
^tfaei at cOBTch or ohapel. There aie tbe sreat mass 
oI infanta and children ol tender yearn ; theia are the 
aged, Ibe aiok, and tbe dyicft. and thoae who wait 
npon them; there are tbe buadreds of respectable 
poor who are deterred from mixioK with tbeir more 
loitDnate uaighboDie on account of tbeir sbBbby 
clothing: there ate tbe maltitndes of wotkin^ 
women wbo have to tend and nntxe their cbildien, 
a* well ai prapare their boaband'a niealii, wbicli 
may be tbe only comfortable meals they can Ret 
dnrina the week; there ore hotel- keepers and their 
■ervants, drmeatic aervKnti, railway porters and oS- 
eiala, poat«&ce employes, policemen, cabmen, nieht 
watchmen, carstaken ot banua, and many others that 
conld be mentioned, all of whom may be fairly itmck 
ODt of the lilt ot tboM who can attend pahlie wondiip. 
I think, it a raiefel inquiry were niAde, that Mr. 
Horace Mann's fiftares woald be lonnd to be in excess 
ottbr nambar whicb bo baa niven in biscalcnlations. 
• Std),itiBmo>t dirtreaidnfi to think thaicherearehau- 
drada and thonsands wbo Derer duken the door of any 
ptaoa ot wmsliip whatever, and I think that it is time 
foi the Christian Cbnich to inquire csrofally and 
piayerfoUy into Una matter, and see what are tho real 
namee e( this sad state ot things. For npwards ot 21 
yean I have seen as macb ol working people as most 
•nan, and my ciperience leads me to believe tbat some 
of Hie eansea wbieb make Ibem appear lo ait so loosely 
to all rehRion aie:— Fuxtly. The aec lect of the Chris- 
tian ChnTcb m the P<^ Secondly. The rapid Riowth 
of tbe population. Thirdly. TbeuuicemlycoDtentions 
between chnreb and ehi^nl, and ohapel and cbnreh, 

--""--'' '-' "-sensionB which often Biting np 

Fonrtbly, (he Itightiol iaoon- 



HMB, 1881. 

Bisteneies and declensions ot those who moke a profes- 
sion of reliRioii, and are often leading members in both 
chnreb and cbapel, tor atasl ChriBlianity is more f»- 

?nently read in the character and conduct of the pro- 
SMinti Christian than iu the Bible oi Christ himself. 
I coDld now speak in eipanaion of these canses, bat I 
have not time. I hope to take them again on soma 
other occasion. Many workins men ana others have 
benn led to feel that all rel pon is a sham by what 
they often witness in the condnct ot those wbo ought 
to be an eiampls to them of holy living. I am 
afraid that tOia sad state of things will oontinna 
until we pat from as all jealoosy, envy, evil speaking, 
nnchsritablsneas, nnholy liiiog, and anseemly conten- 



n betnce 
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qniek sittbled in detecting any flaw whiob may bi in 
oar characters, and is iDdaenced by it. The cenens 
which has inat bean taken ongbt to have a very 
humhitag eSect opon na all, and I ttaal will 
greater and more prnyerfal 
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,t mass ol those who at- 
re we to oonclnde tbat 



no pii 
they aU we .... 

hoase to boDse canvass were token there are vary few 
who woald not feel themselves ias'.'lted were they tobs 
cUesified amonit anbelieren. Tbs great balk of 
thsm won Id declare tbemselves as belonKin^ to 
some Cfaristiiin society. A year or two before I 
lelt St. Paul's I hwl a careful censos taken 
ol all tbat resided in tbs ptrisb, and it was r»- 
markabls how lew reiaroed tbemselves as belonging 
to no rcheious sect. Kesrly TO per ceuL of the pecple 
dednrad ibemEelvas to be member] ot the Church of 
England. I have eood reason to hope, if a similar 
census were taken in the same way in the other parishes 
ol the town that a similar resalt wonld be arrived at. 
I am often grieved and shocked by the way in which 
the workiug clashes, who do not hsbilsally attend 
places of worship, are sometimes spoken of— thoy 
are represented es beins sceptics or infidels of 
varices kinds, but I deny that tucb is the caae. I have 
had great experience tmnag them, and have at- 
tended bandrads, and indeed Imay say thousands, on 
tbeir sick and dyiUK beds. I have been with them 
wbeu hypocnav was impossibls. I ban then beard 
from their own lips their real oontssuon ol faith, and 
witceased their trust in Qod's love and mercy through 
a eracified Saviour. Mos: ol tbem daaira tbe minis- 
tration a ot the clergy, and would ahrink vrith 
honor Irom tbe idea of beinK bnried with- 
out any Christian setvioe. Tbe very men who 
are often claHSified among thnee who look with 
contempt on all religion, have been taken ea Roar in 
the great works of the town, dnrine the miBaiona that 
have been held when our revered Archbishop and 
other* have addressed tbem, and it was moat gntitying 
to witness the respectlul attention with which thay 
listened to the addrCEses. Many will remembertbe 
great meeting of working men held in the Albert Hall 
during the last mission, and the meeting which 
took place during tbe Church Congreaa. It 
did one's heart good to witness these magnifoent 
sight* and to hear the bouks of praise which ascended 
from those vast assemblies, the bulk ol whom I be- 
lieve are seldom seen in church or cbapel. In order to 
get them to become active members ol the Christian 
CLuTcb, we must ISrst be united among ourselves, and 
then exhibit a kind, lovin;;, Chiistiao spirit in all that 
we do or say. And now a word abont Ibe attendance 
at tbis chnreb. it is a cause of much tbaiikfaln« to 
me to witness the large numbers, especially of working 
people, who legulaily worship bera. IdSt fianday was 
nu exception to the rule, mfacttheCburobisofleu more 
crowded in tbe evening than it was on that oooasion; 
but while the morning and aftemooa attendaneea am 

ing, I abonld like to sea tham as mnoh 

tbat in the evening. I am aftaid then 
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thereby rob themBelveB of much profit and blessinfr. 
I do trnst, however, that the day is not far distant 
when we shall see this great Church filled from end to 
end with a de?ont and attentive oongregation at all oar 
serrioas. All classes are welcome, and by the arrange- 
ments which are made the charch is free and open to 
the pablic. My heart's desire and prayer to Almighty 
Ood ia, that He may bow the heavens and come down 
amoDg ns in all His power, and ronso the sleeping 
Chnrch to a sense of her privileges and dnties, that a 
great revival of trne and saving religion may spring np, 
and that the Kingdom of Christ may be extended in 
oar midst, 

THE REV. H. A. FAVELL. M.A. 

The Bev. H. A. Favell, Vicar of St. George's, 
preaching on Sunday morning, said : I suppose all of 
ns have tamed to the attempt somewhat roughly made 
on Sunday last to gauge the amount of religions life in 
this good old town of ours; and I think those who 
have studied the resalts of that census will do so with 
feeUngs in which sorrow will predominate largely over 
satisfaction. There are aspects of satisfaction, and I 
name them first. It is to us all a matter of satislao- 
tion that the congregations in this ohurch were proved 
on Sunday last — as I fully believed them long before — 
to bo the largest morning and evening congregations 
not only m Sheffield, but in the whole district 
and neighbourhood. There is satisfaction to us 
again that the percentage of attendance, as 
oompared with the aooommodation, was consider- 
ably largor in the Chnrch of England than in any re- 
ligicns body, with the single exception of the morning 
attendance in the Boman Catholic Chapels, where two 
ur three services are held in the morning. Then there 
is again canse for satisfaction and thankfulness to us, 
that whilst the average percentage of attendance, 
compared with the accommodation throughout the 
Church of England in Sheffield, in the morning was 
45} per 100, the attendance in this church last Sunday 
moruinQ was £8 1-6 per 100 compared with its accom- 
uiodation ; and that whilst in the evening the attend- 
ance throughout Sheffield was 63 1 per cent., the at- 
tendance here was 771-9, compared with the accom- 
modation. These are matten for thankfulness, 
for encouragement, for joy. But we end there all 
cause of satisfaction. According to the tables of 
Mr. Horace Mann, which have long been accepted as 
generally accurate, there should be attending piHces of 
worship at the same time 68 out of every hundred of 
the population. But the whole of the aocommodation 
for religious worship in Sheffield is only 35 per cent. ; 
so that if the whole 58 were to seek to worship Ood at 
one time, either at the morning or evening seivice, 
some 23 per cent, of the population could not possibly 
find accommodation. Again, whereas 58 per cent, of 
the population cannot at one time meet in public wor- 
ship, there were present throughout Sheffield labl Sun- 
day morning only 20 per cent.— twenty out of every 
hundred — and in the evening onlv 30 per cent—thirty 
out of every hundred. If we take the 58 per cent., 
the number which, according to Mr. Horace Mann, 
should have been present at any one service, the ab- 
ftentees numbered 98,567: but it we take 70 per cout., 
the number which could have attended at some part of 
the day, then there were no fewer than 142,504 persons 
in Sheffield who voluntarily absented themselves from 
pnblio worship. This is a state of things not new to 
ns. It canses no surprise to many of ns who are 
in the habit of visiting from hooie to honse 
amongst the poor and the working classes. Nor 
is this state of things confined to these. It 
exists, perhaps to a lesser extent, among the 
npper classes— thoae who have made money fast, and 
can tiiink of nothing better than money. But here is 
the deplorable fact, that no fewer than 142,500 persons 
who ought to have been in some place of worship, 
toned their baolu upon the open cboroh doors, and 
stopped their ears against the sound of the church* 
going beUL Iknowtoere is some palliation in this, 
iiiMffiQoh at thart are a large number of penous who 
aMni a pltM of wonhlp onoo a lottaight or oaot ia 



six w6ek8, bat that is soch a worthless tubtraetion thai 
it is scarcely worth while to make it. The rev. gentle- 
man oonclnded his disoourse by putting the question, 
"What are yon and I to do?" and calling upon the 
congregation to greater zeal in the cause of Uhnst. 

THE BBV. H. FALLOON, B.A* 
The Bov. H. Falloon, Vicar of St. Paul's, in the 
course of his sermon on Sunday morning, said: — The 
religious census just taken in our own town reveals 
a very serions state of things. Last Sunday was an 
exceptionally fine day, likely to furnish the most 
favourable results, and yet we find that the grand total 
of those who attended any place of worship was ander 
87,000. Nor must it be supposed that there were 
87,000 different individuals present, for that total is 
composed of the attendances both morning and even- 
ing, rrobably, therefore, one-third of those who were 
present m the evening had been already counted in the 
morning. Deducting this third, we find that about 
70,000 persons in Sheffield attended publio worship 
last Sunday. Now, the recent census shows the 
population of Sheffield to be about 285,000, of 
whom it is calculated that 58 per cent., or 
about 165,000, might be at public worship if they chose. 
Here then we have the startling fact that only some- 
thing like one-third of those who ought to be present 
were found in the various places of worship in this 
town. Where were the 95,000? That is the question 
we are bound to face. Are they living in a vtate of 
utter indififerenoe to the claims of religion? Aro they 
outside the inficence of the ordinary ministrations of 
the Qospel? I fear that to a great extent this is the 
case, and that *" without God in the world " is legibly 
written upon the lives of the majority of those ninety- 
five thousand non-attendors at any plsoe of worship. 
^ And the reports from other towns are even less favour- 
' able than from our own. In every part of our 
laud multitudes have been allowed to drift away into 
a state of indififereoce and utter unconcern about their 
eternal interests. Dense masses are to be found in all 
our large towns sunk in vice and villany, till it has 
become possible to speak of our favoured land as 
*' Heathen Ensland." The need is apparent, and the 
remedy— tho blessed Gospel of the Grace of God— is 
in our hands. We must bring it into contact with the 
hearts and lives of these godless multitudes. The great 
need of our day is devoted men with the love of God in 
their hearts, and the Word of God in their hands, to go 
in and out among the myriads of our nnevangelised 
population. 



THE BEV. CANON WAL8HAW. 
After Solemn Vespers at B. Marie's, Norfolk row, 
and before the sermon by the Bishop of Leeds, the 
Bev. Canon Walshaw, alter some announcements, 
briefly referred to the census of last Sunday. Gon- 
trostiug the census of 1851 with that of the present 
year, he invited the congregation to offer acts of grati- 
tude to God. For, at the period of the former census, 
the Catholics of the town wore gathered together in 
one church, while now no less than six Catholic 
eh arches are erected in this town. And (con- 
tinued the reverend gentleman) when after long 
years of persecution the Catholics were reduced to 
a few units, now in these happier days large Catholic 
congregations are enabled to worship God in 'freedom 
and peaoe, we may heartily exclaim with the Boyal 
prophet— "Not nntons, O Lord, not unto ns; but to 
Thy name be all the glory." Yet reverting to a BtUl 
earlier period, some thoughts of sorrow must even find 
a place, awaking motives of earnest prayer lor 
unity. For I cannot forset* that the s^hes of 
our Uatholio fathers still repoes beneath more recent 
graves in the churchyard of old S. Peter's. Were 
It given to those bodies to rise again, and be onee more 
united to the spirit*-tears would start from their eyes, 
for, while astonished at the growth of the oompara- 
tively rural old town, those risen ones woald be filled 
with sftdnesa to behold the mystical robe of Christ so 
eratUy xwt Mu&der. They w«« called I7 thi 
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old belle to one worship and one sacrifice ; bnt why this 
division now? There are indeed Rronps . still around 
Catoolio altars, but these new and to tbem nn. 
heard of names— Brotestants of the Ghorch of England 
and other Dissentinf? bodies, how they woald till with 
amazement and i^ef those who bad been trained in the 
belief of "one God, one Faith, and one Baptism." 
-Pray then (the preacber continoed), my brethren, 
that onr neighbours, as I can fT^ratefolly testify, so 
kindly disposed to us, may be again restored to catho- 
lic unity, and that your children may behold a census 
taken on a happy day when there shall be no discordant 
sounds or varied voices. That the church bells over 
all the town may invite to the same worship; tbat 
all may kneel at the same altar. And, above all, 
do not fail to lemember that this reign of unity 
and peace will not so much be the result of the increase 
of material churches, as of the increased good examples 
of pure and holy lives. How manifest should be the 
example of Catholic maidens, for meditating continu- 
all7 upon the gentle humility and purity of their holiest 
fellow -creature, the spotless mother of* onr Lord, their 
own lives should be resplendent with the reflection of 
this holy light. And the lives of Catholics of every 
degree, who Sunday after Sunday, fentival after festi- 
val, enjoy the unspeakable privilege of kneoliug in the 
sacred presence of Jesus, before His altar throne, 
should reflect around them the gentleness and humility, 
the fervour and charity which our divine Lord came to 
diffuse in the hearts of His children. *' Let, therefore, 
your light shine before men that others, seeing your 
good works, may glorify God your heavenly Father." 
Pray tuat all i^ay respond to the voice of the good 
Shepherd of our souls — **that the other sheep He has 
which ace not of His fold, may listen to His voice, and 
there shall be one fold and one Sbenberd." 



THE REV. J. LEWIS PEARSE. 

The Key. J. Lewis Pearse, preaching on Sunday 
morning at the Mount Zion (Congregational) Chapel, 
alluded to the census. After giving a few of the 
statistics published m the Independent, he said: — 
Notwithstanding the sad fact that out of a popula- 
tion of 2S4,0(X), there were not 5O,0CO present at the 
most numerously aiteuded service in all the places of 
worship in the town, we note with satisfaction that 
the churches have at least maintained the proportion 
of sitting accommodation provided to the population, 
viz., 33 per cent. It is a proof that tho churcnes have 
not lacked zeal, liberality, or aggressive power. To 
Free Churchmen, to whom their peculiar principles ate 
dear, it is ^ritifving to And tbat of the accommodation 
provided, the Nonconformists supply 22 per cent. It 
IS dear the voluntary principle is still potent. We are 
also thankful to learn that the percentage of attendance 
to the accommodation provided is higher than it was 
30 years sgo. With Scarcely an exception, the 
ohurobeB and chapels are more numerously attended 
than' they were a generation since. We are not 
envious, we are thauKfcl, devoutly thankful, to learn 
that in the Episcopalian churches the evening attend- 
ance has almost aoubled during this period. Nine- 
tenths of the clergy of the Establishment in Sbetheld 
preach the evangelical doctrines we hold and preach, 
and we rejoice when Evangelical preachers have 
numerous hearerv. It delights ns to know so influential 
a section of the one Church of Christ has received such 
a quickening from above, and is eaYnestly striving, as 
we are doing I trust, to save men. Two other 
encouraging facts mast not be omitted. The percentage 
of attendance of each denomination in proportion 
to the population shows a slight improvement. It is 
1^ per cent, higher in the Nonconformict churches, and 
1{ per cent higher in the churches of the Establish- 
ment> The proportion of absentees to those attending 
at any one time was 86i per cent, in 1851, it is reduced 
in this census to 83 per cent. As Congregationalists, 
we occupy the third place on the list of religious bodies 
judged of by the accommodation provided and 
the aggregate numbers in attendance ; but in com- 
' men with nearly mil denominations, we have to mourn 



that we have nearly as many empty Mats as an ooeo- 
pied. Thirty years ago exactly 10 persons of every 100 
persons attending public worship worshipped in one or 
other of our Congregational oh urches. We have hardly 
maintained that position, although the decline is small. 
The religious work of the town is happily divided 
among many Christian bodies. We would stimulate 
each other in the great endeavour to make Sheffield 
truly Christian. We do not wish to glonfy any de- 
nomination, but Christ himself, whose servants we all 
of us are, and whose will we seek to do as He makes it 
plain to us. When the spiritual interests of men are 
concerned there must be no jealousies or strifes, bnt 
holy rivalry in the work of bringing men to Christ's 
feet. 



THE BEV. J. MADEN. 



On Sunday evening, the Rev. J. Maden, preaching at 
the Cemetery road Baptist Chapel, spoke first of the 
duty of man to render public worship to the Almighty, 
and then said : I now proceed to asK how this duty to 
worship God is discharged in Sheffleld. We leam 
from the census that about one hundred thousand 
seats are available. Of these only fifty thousand were 
occupied during the largest attendance reported. If 
all should come who might reasonably be expected to 
attend a place of worship, nearly seventy thousand of 
our neighbours would be left to form a congregation in 
the open air. It is a most painful and humiliating re- 
flection that every Lord's I}ay we have about us one 
hundred thousand people who are absenting them- 
selves from divine service, and inflicting on themselves 
irreparable injury and spiritual loss. Whet account 
can be given to throw light on this deplorable state of 
things? First of all, we must seriously take into 
account the carnal nature of man. When Adam in the 
garden of Eden was pure and holy, ho delighted to hold 
communion with his Maker ; but when he became einful 
he fled from the presence of his Lord. This fact alone 
throws light on the conduct of thousands of absentees, 
who, eVery Sunday, are hiding themselves from the 
God whom they ought to love and adore. Again, the 
usages of our modem civilisation are adverse to the 

fathering of large congregations, especially on the 
lord's day mormng, in our largo towns and cities. 
Among the Jews there was the preparation for the 
Sabbath ; but with us business is kept up till the mid- 
night hour on Saturday. As a minister of the Gospel 
I desire to raise my voice on behalf of the early closing 
movement. It would be an inestimable boon if our 
public houses and shops could be closed at a reasonable 
hour on the Saturday evening. Further, there should 
be more uniformity in our places of worship. Some of 
our sanctuaries are anything but beautiful, and are badly 
lighted and badly ventilated, and are very uncomfort- 
able, while others are so grand and superbly rich in their 
furnishings as to make working people feel altojfiether 
out of harmony with their surroundings. Again, the 
question of raising money and making numerous col- 
lections is one which will force itself on the attention 
especially of our Nonconformist churchea at an early 
date. There must be a limit to the incessant appeals 
which come from all parts of the world for help from 
our various congregations, or the rich and the poor 
alike will flee as from the face of a presumptuous men- 
dicant whose claims can never be satisfied. Even the 
poor are willing to contribute cheerfully for their own 
requirements and local charities, as may bo proved 
from the money raised by the poor Irish Catholics and 
the men and women who compose the Salvation Army 
in England. There is yet another reason accounting 
in some measure for the neglect of public W(»ship. 
Many people have an impression that there is no sin in 
refusing to attend the House of God. They say, " We 
can read the Bible and good books at home." If we 
could visit the absentees in Sheffield, how many 
should we find reading God's Book? How many 
engaged in prayer? We fear very few indeed. Our 
text says, ** Enter into His gates," ^c. Is it possible 
to effect an improvement, and if so, how? We answer 
fearlesslyi it is possible. In order to succeed our 
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«kap«to ahoold be modeli of lifrht And eomforl; our 
mtticM ulioold be vaned and efaeertnl, and not too 
loDfr; our pceaebinK, which is the dietingaidhin^ fee- 
tttre of our Noneonformity, shoold be up to the highest 
Mark attainable, and thete sboald be impezted to onr 

fktberinffB all the freeness and warmth of home life, 
heze should also be some osefnl work for every mem- 
bevt By adopting this principle Professor Oncken and 
}ris fellow-faelpers in Hambnrg have in a little more 
than half a centnrr brought more than 100,000 people 
■nder the regular hearing of the Word of Ood. As to 
the leseons to be derived from the census. The first is 
faith in oar principles. We greatly rejoice in the nam« 
bers attendiog the Episcopal churches in this town ; but 
when we reflect that without the aid of the State, with- 
ont any nourishing chanties to attract the poor, and 
with very little help from our national universities, 

. we have twenty thousand hearers more than they have, 
we feel we ouglit to thank God, pnd to take courage. 
We should also learn to go ont into the highways and 

. eompel them to come in. We gratefully bear of four 
thousand people in our mission rooms. Let us go on 
to perfection. Above all, let us pray the Lord of the 
hfurvest to raise up and send forth more labourers into 
His harvest. The preacher closed his sermon with an 
earnest appeal to the people to attend God's house, 
and especially urged them to improve the morning at- 
tendance, reminning them of tne brevity of life; the 
eoming infirmities of age : of the pleasure and profit to 
be derived from the public worship of God ; and pressed 
upon them the fact that the service of God on earth 
will form the best preparation we can obtain for the 
Holder service of the everlasting temple in heaven. 

THE BEV. J. D. STEVENS. 
In the eonrae of his sermon on Sunday evening, at 
Bt. John's Wesleyan Chapel, the Bev. J. D. Stevens 
Keferred to the religious census. Ue said he was very 
glad that such a census had been ts^en. It was well 
that each denomination should know how it stood in 
this matter, and it was well that Christians of all 
denominations should know the full faete of the ease. 
The returns which bad been published were such as 
mnat awaken serious thought in every Christian. They 
«a Methodists might couRratulate themselves, perhaps, 
on the fact that more people were present at their 
eervices than any other denomination had shown. 
Bat that fact was explained not so much by the 
ttrength of Methodism, as by the weakness of other 
denominations. When only 17 per cent, of the 
population was to be found at public worship— not 
' one-third of the number that, a%ording to Mr, Mann's 
ealenlation, might be present — it was time that all 
religious denominations should inquire. " Is there not 
a cause?" It was clearlv not enough that churches 
and ohapels should be built and mission halls opened. 
For though the accommodation provided was insuf- 
ficient for the population, it was a great deal more 
than sufficient for those who cared to avail themselves 
of it, and that remark applied to Methodism as much 
as to any other denomination. Nor was it only amongst 
the poor that negleot of publio worship appeared, for 
the returns iust published showed that m some of the 
wealthiest districts of the town churches and ohapels 
were as much neglected as in any of the poorest 
neigbbonrhoods. The Church of God must clearly 
keet> before her the truth, that it is her duty to go to 
the people, and not to wait for the people to come to 
her. The services of God's house onght to be made 
as attractive as poMible, but the chnroh must not sit 
there waiting for the indifferent to come to her. She . 
eanst go to them. The history of early MethodisB, 
the hietory of early Christianity, the suooese of the 
Salvation Army to-day showed the truth of this. In 
the opening of mission halls, in open-air services, m 
honee-to-houae visitation, and ie the increased use of 
ley agency, much had of late been done. And in 
these, and snob other ways as enabled the ohnroh to 
eome nearer to the people, much more might yet be 
done. Let them also gladly eneourege sil ageneiea 
which aim at the moral and mental improvement of 



the people. When the pttblio house had lost its pre- 
sent hold upon the vroridng classes, these would be 
found in larger numbers in the house of God. When 
ail could read, and were accustomed in some degree 
to continuous thought, the services of God's house 
would have interest for many more than at present. 
And let Sunday school teachers be careful as to the 
impression which they made on their scholars. There 
were many now habitually neglecting religious services, 
whoso neglect was largely to be traoed to their un- 
happy memories of Sunday school davs. If the Sun- 
day school was not a joy to the children, they were 
the less likely to seek the house of God when they 
grew up. In conclusion, the rev. gentleman urged all 
to study the census returns for themselves, and let 
each one ask whether he oonld do something to bring 
about a better state of things. 

THE BEV. J. BAILEY. 

On Sunday morning, at the Glossop road Baptist 
Church, the Bev. J. Bailey preached from 
Bev. i., 10 After guarding acainst the danger of 
religion drifting down into mere Sunday observance, 
and Sunday observance being whittled 'down into an 
attendance at a place of worship, the preacher pointed 
ont that the teit ** In the spirit on the Lord's da]r," 
as ordinarily understood, directed us to the essential 
life which toe Christian should live thronghont the 
whole day— the disposition of mind and heart which 
should direct all the engagements and intercourse of 
the day, and to which all the religious services of the 
day sbould be immediately helflul. This (con- 
tinned the reverend gentleman), and this only 
is Sunday observance secording to the standard 
of Christian truth. Turning to the statistics of the 
recent eensos, to see all their significance, we must 
remember they cover far more than the true commu- 
nion of Christlike hearts and lives. For while an 
attendance at a place of worship is no proof that the 
Sunday is worthily spent, nor is it anv assurance of a 
really godlike life, on the other hand it mav be safely 
inferred that, aa a rule, thoee who spend the Sunday 
worthily, and those who are living godlv lives, are to 
be founa in the house of God at public worship. 
Therefore the statistics show rather the eitent of 
nominal Christianity than the measure of vital Christ- 
likeness throughout the town. In this light then look 
at the figures. Take only some dear and prominent 
facts. As to accommodation—if all who are supposed 
to be able to attend at one time were to come, there 
would not be seats for over 70,000. Of the seats that 
were provided, in the morning only a little over 1 in 3 
(taking the whole town) were occupied ; only about I 
in 5 of those who could attend were present; in the 
evening a little over half the seats were taken, but not 
one-third of those able to come were present. Taking 
the whole population, within an area we could cover 
if we wanted to reach a friend or transact some matter 
of business, there were probably over one hundred 
thousand men and women so utterly apathetic in regard 
to religion, that they spent not one minute during the 
day in the house of God. Yet these are all close at 
hand. We can reach and rule them through the muni- 
cipal authorities in matters pertaining to health; 
through the judicial authorities in maintaining the 
law; through our political organisations in soliciting 
their votes; but when we are entrubted with the 
Gospel, which brings blessedness for eternity, 
we have so far failed to touch them, that beyond 
the utmost border of the direct light we give as Cbris- 
tain Churches there stretches a vast arealying in utter 
spiritual darkness, lenreeented by 100,000 people who 
never attend a place d worship. As practical reeolves 
(1) let ns see that we make the Sunday what it ought 
to be to ourselv e s- r e a lly the Lord's day, a day of ^y 
end freedom, the festival of our Saviour *• resurrection 
and asoeneion, as it was to the eariy Christians. (2) 
liOt heads of households anange family affaire, so that 
the laiveet number possible can attend peblie vroxehip. 
f3) Let childien be taught and trained to love and 
tevetence the aanctoary. (I) Let every tme Chriatiao 
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watch prayerfully for opportonitifls of bringing the 
careless to worship; arrange where possible private 
meetings of neighbbnrs in the home on a week night. 
Let employers invite all in their employ now and then 
to such a social religions meeting. In these and other 
ways, snch as common sense quickened by prayer may 
BOfrgest, let ^ach and all try to lessen the moral ana 
spiritnai darkness aronnd. 

THE REV. J. CALVERT. 

Preaching on Sanday, the Rev. J. Calvert, Zion 
Chapel, Atterclifife, said I'^The Cbnrches of this dis- 
trict owe mnch to those who have initiated this 
religions census movement. The statistics of public 
worship concerning a town so important as Sheffield, 
mnst be of great valno to all, both here and elsewhere, 
who have any interest in the religions welfare of onr 
country. Probably the first influence of the informa- 
tion laid before us has been to startle and stun, but 
something more is aimed at than merely to create a 
spasmodic shock on our feehngs. The sight of such 
statistics is not inviting, but it must be steadfastly 
looked at, nntil we have clear views and a deep convic- 
tioa of the real truth. The iron must needs enter into 
our soul, until, like Esther, we cry out, "How can I 
endure to see the evil ? . . Or how can I endure to 
' see the destruction of my kindred ?" This anestiou . for 
the present, is one supremely for the Churches. What 
is there in our modes of worship, systems of finanoer ' 
church polity, in the matter of our preaching, 
or the manner oi our intercourse tending to hinder a 
larger attendance in places of worship? Conferences 
will surelv be held by all denominations unitedly, or 
by tiie collective churches of each denomination, by 
minwters of particular districts, and by members of 
individual congregations. Surely also efforts will be 
made that the representatives of the churches may 
come face to face with them that are without, that we 
may hear from their own lips why they decliue to have 
fellowship with us in the ordinance of Christian 
worship. It is certain that among these there are 
many thoughtful and intelligent people, and some also 
of the true friends of practical religion. The honest 
statement of their reasons, if publicly given, would bo 
most seasonable and salutary. For ourselves, my 
fervent wish is that each of us may look on these 
statistics of Sheffield through the same eyes with 
which Paul looked on Athens. Then would the spirit 
of every man be stirred within him, and like the 
Apostle, he would be constrained, though single- 
handed, to do something to remedy tne existing state 
of things. 



PULPIT REFERENCES AT ROTHERHAM. 

THE REV. P. W. PUDSBY. 

The Rev. F. W. Pudsey, Vicar of St. John's, 
Masbro*, in the course of his sermon, said: It is not for 
us now to inquire with what intention the recent reli- 
gious censns has been made in this and other towns. 
Whether it has been done out of mere curiosity, or 
with a wish to strengthen the hands of a certain party, 
whose professed object it is to bring about a 
severance of the connection which at present exists 
in this country between the Church ot God and the 
oivil power— this we need not speculate npon. Nor 
need we call in question the practical value and gene- 
ral usefulness of such a census; for it is quite possible 
to turn it to some aocount if we will. We shall turn 
it to little profit, nay, to positive harm, if we nse its 
statistics to minister to onr own self-glorification; if 
we use it for the purpose of comparing ourselves with 
others who differ from us either in matters of faith or 
discipline. Any such nse must tend to widen a breach 
which, one cannot help remembering we ourselves, as a 
church, have helped to make, and which it should, 
therefore, be ours rather to seek to close, fiut, stUl, it 
mavbeof service if we will content ourselves wiib 
looking at home. U we reflect that oar ohuohes iiava 



a certain nomber of sittings for worshippers, and thai 
those sittings are on ordinary occasions seldom fully 
occupied ; then, though it needed no census to assnxe 
us of the fact, it may vet serve to remind as of it, and 
so we may be led to ask ourselves this question^'* What 
am I doing in the way of missionary work among those 
who are my brothers and sisters m Chnst7'* My 
friends, evei7 one of us is, or should be, in some sense, 
a missionary. Onr Blessed Lord speaks evertonsthas 
— **He that is not with Me is sgainst Me; and he that 
gathereth not with Me scattereth abroad.'* Every one 
of us, therefore, should be a "gatherer" into the 
Church of Ghod ; every one of us should be doing some- 
thmg towards helping to fill the vacant places in the 
House of the Lord, leat, if we do not recognise our 
mission, there may, bv our fault, one day be found 
vacant places in the " Temple not made with hands." 
This then, I say, is a lesson which we may well learn 
from the subject belore us; do not let us turn oar 
backs upon a work to which we have been plainly 
called by God— namely, the conversion of our brathren* 



THE REV. T. NICHOLSON. 
On Sanday evening, the Rev. T. Nicholson preached 
at Masbro' (Cocgregauonal) Chapel, from Eccles. vii., 
27, ** Behold, this have I found saith the preacher, 
counting one by one, to find out the aocount." He 
remarked that the general census of April last seemed 
to have suggested the idea of a special religious census, 
taken in several places un and down the country, and 
the previous Sunday in Sheffield and Rotheraam. To 
those who were able to extract from the census tables 
the lessons contained therein, it would be fruitful in 
warning, and counsel, and comfort. The census returns 
spoke of the power which Christianity exerted and the 
responsibility it involved. The returns showed there 
were 39 places of public worship, large and small, in 
the Rotherham oorough, two-thirds of which were 
entirely supported by the voluntary offerings of the 
people. While it was comparatively an easy matter to 
tabulate churches, chapels, congregations, preachers, 
lay-helpers, and Sanday school teachers ana scholars, 
who could gauge the power of Christianity, who could 
estimate its influence on the material, social, political, 
and spiritual condition of the town? The true out- 
come of Christian oraanisation was Christian making, 
and in that borough Christianity had not merely col- 
lected 39 congregations but had made thousands of 
Christians. A percentage in every congregation were 
Christians. After enlarging upon the extent of the 
Chnstian's influence and showing that Christianity 
satisfied a human craving, the preacher passed on to 
consider the responsibility which Christianity involves. 
It was the genias of Christianity to extend itself 
in obedience to its Founder's commands. What 
hght did the censns returns throw on the 
way in which the various churches of that 
borough were fulfilling those commands. There was a 
deficiency of some IwO sittings, and the neglect mnst 
be somewhere. Let them not judge others. He re- 
viewed the history of his own church to show where it 
had, he thought, failed. Glancing again at the census 
figures, he remarked that though there were 14,000 
sittings in the whole of the places of worship at the 
morning and evemng services the previous Sunday, 
only 11,215 were filled. From what ne could gather, 
he feared at least 2000 sittings were nnocdupied every 
Sunday, and adding the 7000 persons for whom there 
was no accommodation, they had in that boroogh 
quite 9000 people of sufficient age to attend service, 
and yet as really outcide the influence of Christianity 
as though they were m Central Africa. Did that fact 
bespeak neglect, or want of adaptability? Let them 
again look at home. They had in that chapel accom- 
modation for 900 persons, and if they took the average 
evening congregation at 500, that' still left a large 
margin of empty seats. He apportioned the blame for 
this between himself and the people, and said they 
mnst seek oat the people, welcome them to thie 
ohapeli and popolarise their services. 
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